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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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The Dangerous Decline of 
Political Morality 


By Robert A. Taft 
U. S. Senator from Ohio 


A current book describing recent political history in the 
United States has the disturbing title: Politics Has No 
Morals. In our national capital, says a well-known Washing- 
ton newsletter: “Politics has become fantastic. Decisions are 
made on the quantity of votes that may be won or lost in 
the fall elections.” An article in the June Reader’s Digest 
declares that the decline of integrity in public life has brought 
us into “The Twilight of Honor.” 3 


Our Republic was established as 
a result of the uncompromising 
dedication of its founders to cer- 
tain great principles. Washington, 
Jefferson, Hamilton and Madison 
said what they meant. They reach- 
ed differing conclusions through 
dedication to the public interest 
as they saw it. Continued dedica- 
tion to principle by most of their 
successors is the chief reason why 
our country, through many times 
of great peril, has been preserved 
and has grown in greatness. 

This is another time of great 
peril. We face enemies who fight 
against our freedom with ideas as 
well as with material weapons. We 
are perhaps in greater need of 
moral resources than ever before. 
Yet our moral resources are dan- 
gerously depleted. 

I do not refer solely to the ordi- 
nary type of political corruption. 
It is certainly noteworthy that 
there was so little public indigna- 
tion at the revelations regarding 
the “five percenters” and their 
powerful influence with many de- 
partments of Government that 
Peter Edson was able to write 
recently: “ ‘Five percenters’ and in- 
fluence peddlers are still doing 
business here in Washington at 
the same old stand.” 

Nor do I refer solely to the pro- 
tection given the Pendergast re- 
gime in Kansas City by high of- 
ficials of the Government. We saw 
the dismissal of U.S. District At- 
torney Maurice M. Milligan be- 
cause he successfully prosecuted 


a 


Pendergast. When the Administra- 
tion purged Roger Slaughter, the 
conservative Democrat running 
for Congress in Kansas City, alleg- 
ed vote frauds were practically 
confirmed by the fact that the bal- 
lots were stolen, This was bad 
enough, but the evidence shows 
further that the FBI was seriously 
limited in its investigation of this 
ballot stealing, and that the whole 
investigation was quietly suppress- 
ed until the statute of limitations 


(Continued on page 2) 


A New Year’s Message 
By the late Dr. George W. Truett 


of this busy life of ours: 


“Go to now, ye that say, Today 
or tomorrow we will go into such 
a city, and continue there a year, 
and buy and sell, and get gain: 
Whereas ye know not what shall 
be on the morrow. For what is 
your life? It is even. a vapor, that 
appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away. For that ye 
ought to say, If the Lord will, we 
shall live, and do this, or that.”— 
James 4:13-15. 


Could we havé a more appropri- 
ate question this first Lord’s Day 
of a new year, into whose early 
moments we are entering, than 
this question of James? It suggests 


ee #\| the brevity of human life, and cer- 


tainly that thought needs again 
and again to be laid faithfully to 
heart by us, one and all. It is very 
difficult to realize how soon the 
earthly life is spent. If this morn- 
ing and this evening we have had 
in this church auditorium two 
thousand people, as a conservative 


#% || estimate, then, based on the well- 
2'| known laws of mortality, sixty-six 
4 '|of these people within this church 
#'| building shall pass into eternity 


;,| this year, and in ten years almost 


Hon. Robert A. Taft 


six hundred of these two thou- 
sand people within these walls to- 
day will have passed into eternity; 
and in fifty years, out of these 
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False Teaching About the 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


Thousands of tracts, magazine articles, sermons and 
radio messages tell the people, “Jesus is coming soon!” “These 


last days of this dispensation’ 


’ and similar phrases are very 


common in the Christian magazines. “Time is running out!” 
writes one Christian, who means that in a very short time 
Jesus is certain to come. “The last great mission opportunity 
before Jesus comes” is the way one mission field is described. 
A widely-known seminary professor on the west coast is 
quoted as saying recently, “I believe we are seeing the very 
closing days of this dispensation.” 


Some Christian writers regard 
the atomic bomb, the rise of Rus- 
sia, the founding of the new Israel 
state, the last world war (as they 
regarded the first world war), as 
evidence that we are in the very 
last days before Jesus comes. 

All these people, usually faith- 
ful Bible believers, earnest Chris- 
tians, have been influenced and 
misled by a theresy that has be- 
come widespread in recent years. 
This mistaken teaching holds that 
we are now, according to what 
are regarded as definite signs, in 
the very‘last few weeks or months 
or years before Jesus must come; 
that this period which they call 
“the last days” is more difficult 
than ever. They believe that sin- 
ners are harder hearted, that Sa- 
tan deceives people more than 
ever, that world conditions make 
it harder to reach people with the 
gospel, and that for all these rea- 
sons great revivals are less likely 
than ever, if not impossible. 

A noble and greatly-used man of 
God says about the blessed Billy 
Graham revival in Los Angeles 


; 


late in 1949: “For these three 
thousand we are profoundly grate- 
ful to God, and our confidence in 
the power of mass evangelism to 
sweep folks into the kingdom of 
God ‘has been restored.” 


Our brother agrees that the day 
of mass evangelism has not pass- 
ed, though it took the Los An- 
geles revival to prove it.’ But it 
is noteworthy that many other 
people like this noble brother had 
been led to feel that mass evan- 
gelism had been outdated, no lon- 
ger able “to sweep folks into the 
kingdom of God.” We thank God 
that ‘his confidence in this matter 
has been restored, but we need to 
face the false teaching, so pre- 
valent, which has undermined the 
confidence of the people that great 
revivals and mass evangelism are 
possible today. 

Again and again godly men have 
asked,yme how the work in the 
revival field goes. “Isn’t it getting 
harder to have revivals?” they 
ask. And they are astonished when 


Last Days 


I tell them that it is not. And 
many others who are defeated la- 
ment that they cannot get the 
publicity that evangelists could 
once get, that local conditions like 
competition of movies and radio 
and sports and the grip of mo- 
dernists on the churches is un- 
favorable to revivals. And in the 
case of literally thousands of 
preachers these thoughts are con- 
nected with the teaching they 
have absorbed that the Lord Jesus 
is certain to return soon, and that 
in the immediate period before His 
return we will be unable to have 
great revivals. 


“The great apostasy is on,” peo- 
ple say, and they mean that they 
think the modernism of today 
proves that the end of gospel op- 
portunity is about at hand, forget- 
ting that great waves of infideli- 
ty have come to the world and 


(Continued on page 7) 
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A Debate! 


Question: “Resolved That 
Storehouse Tithing is the 
Proper Scriptural Doctrine 
of Financial Stewardship.” 
Dr. Gabriel R. Guedj affirms, 
Editor John R. Rice denies. 

Does God require all tithes 
of Christians to be given 
through the local church 
treasury? Dr. Guedj says, 
Yes; Dr. Rice says, No. 


PUTT ALL AL 


Turn to Page 
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“What is your life?”—James 4:14. 


James asks a question in the epistle of which he is the 
author, which question, it seems to me, is exceedingly perti- 
nent for our consideration: “What is your life?” He gives 
the answer to it, immediately following the question: “It is 
even a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then van- 
isheth away.” And preceding the question he gives a pictur 


+ 
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two thousand people far less than 
one hundred will be left to tell the 
story of human life. Oh, if we 
could realize how soon the earth- 
ly life is spent, how fast it speeds 
into the great eternity! It was 
Augustine who said that he did not 
know whether to call this earthly 
life of ours a dying life or a liv- 
ing death. It is both. Each per- 
son before me in this auditorium is 
hurrying along the road that leads 
to physical death. There is some 
part in your body this minute de- 
caying, and every beat of that 
pulse means that you have one 
less for the earthly existence. 
Augustine was right when he said 
that this experience here called 
human life is a dying life and is 
a living death, from the cradle 
to the grave. From the hour of 
our birth change sets up in these 
bodies, until the hour of our 
death, and works its way in hu- 
man life. 

Oh, if we could realize How soon 
the earthly life is spent—if we 
could realize it! And yet, if we 
look around us and see how easy 
it is for one to pass from time in- 
to eternity, we might realize it. 
The slightest thing, and one is car- 
ried away. Do you not recall that 


What Is Your Life? 


gy 


Dr. George W. Truett 


Justinian, the emperor of old, went 
into a newly-painted room, and the 
odor of the paint cost him his life 
without delay? Do you not re- 
member that one of the popes, 
Adrian by name, was strangled 
to death by a fly? Do you not re- 
remember that one of the chief 
consuls lightly struck his foot 
against furniture in his own house 
and, despite all the skill of all the 
mighty physicians who could be 
brought to his bed, he passed 


away? 


Oh, there are a thousand “gates: 


to death! The easiest thing in the 
world for you and me is to pass 
from this life into the great be- 
yond. A falling building, a burning 
house while we sleep, the crash of 
a mighty aeroplane, a fast-flying 
(Continued on page 11) 


The Silver Key to the Fountain of Tears 


By Pastor R. S. Beal, D.D. 
First Baptist Church, Tucson, Arizona 


It is not necessary for me to remind any one that tears 
tell when talk fails. There may be art in our talking, but 
the true art is found when the heart is in it. The heart will 
win when the art is lacking. There is a key which will unlock 
most of the locks of difficulty. Jesus Himself used this key, 
and what a blessing it proved to be. The tears which fell from 
His eyes sparkled with the glorious attributes of His divine 


person. 


Spurgeon wrote, “I have often 
felt vexed with the man, whoever 
he was, who chopped up the New 
Testament into verses. He seems 
to have let the hatchet drop in- 
discriminately here and there; but 
I forgive him a great deal of his 
blundering for his wisdom in let- 
ting two words form a text by 
themselves, ‘Jesus wept’. This is 
a diamond of the first water, and 
it cannot have another gem set 
with it for it is unique. Shortest 


of verses in words, but where is 
there a longer one in sense? Let it 
stand in solitary sublimity and 
simplicity.” 

I might spend time telling you 
about the longest book of the 
Bible, or its longest chapter, or 
I might remind you of the shortest 
book or the shortest chapter, but 
as significant and as blessed as 
are all of these, none are more 
significant or more wonderful than 
the shortest verse in God’s Word, 
which is the text of this message, 
“Jesus wept” (John 11:35). 

Sometimes I hear this passage 
quoted when memory verses are 
called for and a smile goes over 
the audience, but I counsel you 
never to laugh when you are 
brought face to face with the 


| tears which our Lord shed. This 


statement, brief as it is, has more 
in it than all the books man has 
ever written. A single drop of ink 


|could write it, but all the world 


could not contain its depths of di-' - 
vine love. 

The New Testament mentions 
three occasions of the weeping of 
our Savior. In addi to the one 
I have quoted, we “And when 
he was come near, hé beheld the 
city and wept over it” (Luke 19: 
41). And again, “Who in the days 

(Continued oh page 2) 
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Decline of Political Morality — 


(Continued from page 1) 


had expired. Yet the public seems 
to consider that this kind of en- 
couragement of crime is only nat- 
ural in the case of political leaders. 

A deliberate policy of conceal- 
ment of the facts and misrepresen- 
tation of the necessary effect of 
policies urged has become almost 
universal in every field of public 
activity. When some Government 
department now adopts a policy, 
it enlists all modern propaganda 
techniques to sell it to the people. 
It does not present many of the 
fundamental facts without which a 
reasonable conclusion cannot be 
reached. It.engages in pure unprin- 
cipled pm@paganda. Government 
departments now have unlimited 
publicity men of their own. They 
have a strong and improper in- 
fluence over many radio com- 
mentators, so that, when a policy 
is decided upon, the air the very 
next morning is heavily burdened 
with commentators trying to boost 
the party line. 

Whether or not Senator Mc- 
Carthy’s charges went too far, it is 
certainly true that the Tydings 
committee adopted a complete 
whitewash technique to prevent 
the facts from coming out. We 
know hundreds of documents in 
the Amerasia case were _ stolen 
from the files. We know that the 
Far Eastern Division of the State 
Department had a strong Commu- 
nist sympathy. Yet the Tydings 
committee, according to Senator 
Lodge, made a complete investiga- 
tion of one man, half an investiga- 
tion of another, and wholly failed 
to look into the charges of Com- 
munism, even those contained in 
the files, against a considerable 
number of other employes. I ven- 
ture to predict that the same 
whitewash brush will be applied 
to any effort to investigate the 
reasons why 50 billion dollars was 
spent in four years on our armed 
forces with such limited results. 

I dissent violently from the Tru- 
man policies which follow so close- 
ly those of the Labor-Socialist 
Government of Great Britain: the 
repeal of the Taft-Hartley Law to 
_restore power and privilege to the 
officials of labor unions; the Bran- 
nan Plan to give the Government 
complete direction of agriculture; 
the State-medicine plan and other 
welfare measures to give free ser- 
vices to all and socialize and na- 
tionlize medical care; Government 
entry into business, and complete 
control over all industry by price 
and wage fixing. 

What I object to particularly is 
the misrepresentation: concerning 
the nature. and effect of these 
measures. The British say frankly 
to their people that this is_ soci- 
alism. But Oscar R. Ewing, ad- 
ministrator of the Federal Securi- 
ty Agency, maintains that  uni- 
_ versal compulsory health insurance 
is just a slight extension of insur- 
ance principles and a minor modi- 
fication of our present system of 
medical care. He makes promises 
as to the selection of doctors and 
the nature of the medical care to 
be supplied utterly impossible to 
fulfill. He conceals the fact that 
state agencies would be com- 
pletely under the orders of a 
federal bureau and become, in fact, 
federal agents. The complete de- 
parture of the new system from lo- 
cal control and a free medical 
profession is studiously suppressed. 

The Brannan Plan promises high 
prices to the farmer and low prices 
to the consumer at the same time, 
trying to conceal the fact that 
vast subsidies are involved which 
would have to be paid by the 
same producers and consumers, 
since they, after all, are the tax- 
payers. Controls are to be “stand- 
by” controls, although everyone 
knows that once we begin to fix 
prices we are forced to extend 
price and wage control and ration- 


ing into every field of commercial 
activity. 

Above all, these benefits are to 
be paid for presumably without 


‘any increases in taxes by pursu- 


ing the policy of deficit spending. 
Such a policy is deceitful. It pro- 
mises the people something for 
nothing. A continued policy of de- 
ficit spending must result in in- 
flation, and the people must pay in 
increased prices much more than 
if they had originally paid the ne- 
cessary taxes. Here again the Brit- 
ish Socialists are more straight- 
forward. They say to their people: 
“This is socialism. It is expensive 
and involves heavy taxes and sacri- 
fice, but they are worth while.” 
That puts the issue clearly before 
the people and they can decide 
whether they want socialism or 
not. Mr. Truman and his friends 
know that the American people 
would vote “No” if they knew the 
facts. 


The moral vacuum in Govern- 
ment has extended to the leaders 
in many private fields. We have 
developed a system of pressure 
groups—men in various fields who 
have banded themselves together 
to protect. the interests of their 
group. The net effect of pressure- 
group activity, although much of 
it is beneficial, is to reduce politi- 
cal principle as a force in the de- 
termination of Government policy. 
Among thousands of business, la- 
bor, farm, racial and special or- 
ganizations, there seem to be so 
few concerned primarily with the 
public interest. 


The CIO Political Action Com- 
mittee seems to have carried the 
technique of direct misrepresenta- 
tion in politics beyond that of any 
other pressure group. That Com- 
mittee was formed largely under 
Communist influence. While Com- 
munism is being eliminated from 


the CIO, the Communist technique 
has left behind many of _ its 
methods. The Communists believe 
that if you tell lies about some-. 
one often enough and loud enough 
many people will believe them. 
That is also the CIO-PAC policy 
with regard to pamphleteering in 
political campaigns. 

Another technique is that used 
by the same Committee regarding 
the Taft-Hartley Law—the  tech- 
nique of smear. The attempt was 
made, for a while successfully, to 
discredit the law simply by calling 
it a “slave labor” law, without 
argument or facts or any sense 
of just appraisal. Constant repeti- 
tion made great headway until 
in the course of three years the 
facts made it clear that the charge 
had no basis in fact. 

Perhaps the people have lost 
their sense of moral integrity be- 
cause their leaders have lost it, 
but I don’t believe so. I think it is 
a feeling of hopeless disgust rather 
than one of approval. Washington 
is a long way off, and most people 
have a sense of helplessness in 
trying to change what seems to 
have become Government’s accept- 
ed practices. The result is a very 
low percentage of voting and the 
apparent fact that 50 per cent of 
the people are uninterested in 
political policy. 

Certainly the time has come for 
a moral revival which will restore 
to our people a confidence in the 
integrity of Government and in the 
principles of their leaders. They 
will have to be aroused to the fact 
that their votes can make a real 
change in the quality of govern- 
ment. It is of critical importance 
to restore in our Government the 
principle set forth more than one 
hundred years ago by Henry Clay: 
“Government is a trust and the 
officers of government are trus- 
tees; and both the trust and the 
trustees are created for the bene- 
fit of the people.” 

(From November Reader’s Di- 
gest. Reprinted by permission.) 


The Silver Key to Tears 


(Continued from page 1) 
of his flesh, when he had offered 
up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from 
death, and was heard in that he 
feared” (Heb. 5:7). 

There were no dry-eyed prayers 
which fell from His divine lips. As 
He faced the awful condition of 
the hearts of men, how could it 
be otherwise? God’s children need 
to do more weeping over the sins 
of others and over their hell-bound 
condition. If they did more weep- 
ing they would witness more souls 
coming to Christ than they do. 

There is a tradition that Jesus 
never laughed. I cannot say as to 
the truth of this, though I have 
never read anywhere in the Gos- 
pels that Jesus laughed. In one 
place it declared He rejoiced, but 
this is vastly different from laugh- 
ing. “In that hour Jesus rejoiced 
in spirit . . .” (Luke 10:21). The 
Psalmist has reminded us that the 
hour is coming when God will 
laugh, but it will be in judgment, 
“He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh: the Lord shall have 
them in derision” (Ps. 2:4). When 
he was working out the redemption 
of mankind, the Lord Jesus was a 
man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief. The tears flowed freely 
down His cheeks, It is interesting 
to note there are two distinct 
words in the Greek translated 
“weep” and “weeping”. In the case 
of our Lord the word means shed- 
ding of tears; in the case of Mary 
and others with her, it means wail- 
ing. Hence, we observe that the 
Lord Jesus shed tears, but did not 
wail. We need not doubt the real- 
ity of Jesus’ tears for we know 
they were not shed for display 
because our Lord never indulged 


in mere show, 

As we consider this portion of 
God’s Word concerning the Lord 
Jesus, we shall see that it 


Proclaims the Humanity of Jesus 


When God wanted to redeem the 
fallen race of Adam, He did not 
send an angel to perform the task. 
Heaven is peopled with these 
mighty personalities who ever 
stand ready to do the bidding of 
their Creator, yet none among 
them could perform the work of 
delivering the human soul from 
the bondage of sin. 

Our Savior was not so much 
God and so far above men that 
He could not enter into their 
needs, problems and conditions. 
God did not come down in the 
awfulness of His own essential 
deity. He came among men veiled 
in the flesh in order that we might 
come to understand His nature. 
Time and again the humanity of 
our Lord is brought out in the fact 
that He is spoken of as Son of 
Man, and as such He has traversed 
every stage of our pilgrimage. He 
was an infant; He experienced 
hunger and knew weariness; He 
slept, He needed rest; He thirsted 
as do others;. He studied, and He 
labored. Indeed “the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther,) full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:14). If we wonder why He 
became flesh we will find the an- 
swer in Heb. 2:14, “Forasmuch 
then as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also -him- 
self likewise took part of the 
same; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the 
power of death .. .” 
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Over against the humanity of 
the Lord Jesus we put the truth 
of His deity. We must not mini- 
mize one in the interest of the 
other for both views of the Person 
of Jesus are essential if we are to 
understand Him and His relation 
to us. It is wonderful to behold 
that this passage which speaks so 
tenderly of His humanity is found 
in the Gospel which proclaims His 
deity. One would think it was a 
statement belonging to one of the 
synoptic Gospels, all three of 
which stress the fact of His hu- 
manity. In this recording, it seems 
to me the Holy Spirit Himself is 
seeking to impress upon the mind 
of the thoughtful reader the beau- 
tiful balance which existed in the 
person of our Savior. 

While we accept without diffi- 
culty the fact of Jesus’ humanity, 
we must be certain of His essential 
and unique deity, otherwise all is 
lost concerning Him. This truth is 
the corner stone of everything we 
profess as believers. Redemption 
and salvation and kindred doc- 
trinal words are meaningless terms 
if Jesus was not God of very God. 
Let us keep in mind how He 
preexisted as God and how He was 
predicted to be God, how He Hiin- 
self professed that He was God, 
how those closest to Him pro- 
claimed Him as God, and how He 
had the power of God and all the 
perfections of His Father even 
though He dwelt in the flesh and 
was known as the Son of Man. 

It was as God that He banished 
death when He called Lazarus 
from the grave and declared Him- 
self to be “the resurrection, and 
the life’’ But it was as Son of 
Man that He wept as He stood by 
the side of the sorrowing sisters 
at Bethany, Sometimes we get the 
idea that weeping is a mark of 
weakness but it was not so with 
Jesus. His 
strength of His manhood and His 
moral courage. Was Paul a weak- 
ling because he wept as he wrote 
to the churches about evildoers 
and warned against their pernici- 
ous ways? We must always re- 
member how the heart and not the 
head is the seat of greatest power. 
The world will never rise above 
the hearts of the people. It is a 
sad commentary on the church of 
Jesus Christ when it loses the 
power to shed tears. 


Colonel Clark of the Pacific 
Garden Mission in Chicago was not 
eloquent in speech, but was truly 
eloquent in love. He wept over sin- 
ners, and when he spoke to them 
of the Savior his heart would 
melt and the tears would stream 
down his face. Feeling that shed- 
ding tears might be regarded as 
a mark of weakness, he asked 
God to dry his tears and God 
answered his prayer, but he lost 
his power. He spoke to men and 
they’ no longer gave attention. 
They dropped back into. their 
chairs and fell asleep. It was not 


long until this wonderful man of, 


God cried out for a return of his 
tears and God heard and once 


more the tears began to flow. The, 
greatest asset the church has for 


winning the lost is sympathy and 
love. 


This precious little text 


Reveals the Depth of Jesus’ Love 
Love is of such a nature that it 


tears revealed the 


weeps. Enmity, hatred, and jeai- 
ousy never weep, but rather gloat 
over the calamities of others. Ene- 
mies do hot weep over the awful 
defeats which might befall their 
foes. Bitterness of heart toward 
another often rejoices over his 
failure. 


It is in the same chapter of: the 
text that we read, “Now Jesus 
loved Martha, and'her sister, and 
Lazarus” (John 11:5). The word 
for love as used here is the strong- 
est possible word which can be 
used to express this divine attri- 
bute. It was not merely a brother- 
ly love which Jesus manifested to 
those of this little household, it 
was the love of grace, bestowed 
upon those who were not worthy 
of it. It is the same word as found 
in John 3:16 where we read, “For 
God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son .. .” 
These three individuals represent 
three different classes often found 
within the same family circle. 
Martha, mentioned first, was the 
practical type of individual while 
Mary was a contemplative woman. 
Not much is known of the brother 


(Continued on page 4) 


Thousands of people today have a secret 
yearning to write. But these would-be writers 
divide themselves into two classes— those 
who do something about it and those who 
just go on dreaming. 

Christian Writers Institute serves the “doers.” 
Hundreds of students who were formerly in 


the “dreamers” section are now receiving 
regular checks from pleased editors, plus the 
thrill of a new means of Christian service. 
You can become one of these trained Chris- 
tian writers through CWI's easy home-study 
courses. Write for FREE sample lesson 
today. No obligation to you. 


Write Dept. SL-11 
CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Illinois 
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Ae i, Amazing results. Free 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Three 


Laying Up Treasures in Heaven! 


| By Viola Walden 
Secretary to Dr. Rice 


Yes, that is just what you do when you give a gospel 
booklet. The effectiveness of it is indisputable. A good gospel 
booklet may be instrumental in averting a suicide; it may 
stir a whole community into revival; it may be the last gospel 
message which a man may receive before facing death; it 
may touch the heart of a future Moody, Wesley, or Spurgeon ; 
it may be the means of winning a soul. The promise, “My 
word ... shall not return unto me void” is as applicable to the 
message by the printed page as to the spoken ministry. 


And this is a ministry in which 
all Christians can engage. Almost 
every new convert who writes to 
us says, “Someone gave me your 
booklet,” ... “or paper.” 

The dear Lord has abundantly 
blessed the work of Sword of the 
Lord Publishers again this year. 
Though a final count of reported 
conversions is not in yet, we know 
that over 400 people in a year’s 
time have written to us personally 
telling us that they have trusted 


CHRISTIAN 
READING 


The Heavyweight Champion 
Who Lost His Title 


This new book by Evangelist Bill Rice Is 
different. It's a book of sermons—but what 
sermons they are! Plain, straightforward 
messages on the Bible’s teaching about sin 
and its consequences. Refreshing reading 
that carries a punch. Much humor. Effec- 
tive illustrations. Excellent for young or 
youthful readers. 128 pages, 


Wo oo ec hone enon ses $1.50 
The Sword Book of Treasures 


Choice articles selected from more than 
600 issues of THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
Abiding articles by well-known writers and 
little known penmen. A family book for 
young and old alike. Delightful reading. ii 
will prove helpful and inspiring to each 
reader. A true Christian classic. A treat to 
own and a privilege to give as a gift. 
Twenty-one chapters with photographs and 
biographical sketches of authors. 352 pages, 
es ooh iee fe oe auc $2 


Prayer—Asking 
and Receiving 


A Christian “best-seller” by John R. Rice. 
120,000 copies now in print. Dr. R. G. Lee 
says of this book, “It makes one want to 
pray oftener and with more persistence. 
it brings joy in setting forth specific ans- 
wers to prayers. For me there is not a dull 
line in the book.” This book will help you 
to get your prayers answered. A dangerous 
book to read if you treat prayer lightly. 
328 pages, cloth. 


God’s Cure 
for Anxious Care 


A book of comfort, encouragement, peace 
and calm from the pen of John R. Rice. 
Do you want freedom from care and worry? 
You'll find how to achieve it here. The 
lonely, the sick and the aged must have 
this book. Of it Dr. Bob Jones says, ‘Tender 
and comforting and at the same time 
Christ-centered and evangelistic.” it is 
truly a book for our times. 127 pages, 


cloth. ceereccsns wocescecccee $1 50 


Bis §=6RUSH COUPON NOW! 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
214 W. Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Friends: 

Enclosed find remittance of $ 
for which please send me the following 
book(s) ; 

_..The Heavyweight Champion - _.$1.50 
_..-The Sword Book of Treasures ae 
.-._Prayer—Asking and Receiving .. 2.06 
_.-Ged’s Cure for Anxious Care ... 1.56 
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Christ as their Saviour through 
some phase of the Sword’s minis- 
try through the printed page. This 
does not count those saved in re- 
vival campaigns, or through the 
Sword Staff of Evangelists, but 
through gospel literature which 
was read by. hungry-hearted sin- 
ners and was used to convict their 
hearts and turn them to the Sav- 
iour, So once again we are rejoicing 
in God’s blessings upon the minis- 
try of_the printed page. 

Volumes might be filled with 
romantie true stories of the uses 
and results of our books, our book- 
lets and THE SworpD OF THE LorD, 
but the few accounts which follow 
will show you just what God is 
doing through this work. These 
are recent letters, not reported in 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp before, 
and only letters having to do with 
the booklets, since Dr. Rice in his 
Sword campaign articles week af- 
ter week has quoted from good 
letters received about the blessing 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 

Oh, if we could impress on your 
heart the need of your help in 
reaching the lost, and of laying up 
for yourselves treasures in Hea- 
vens—yes, and on earth, too! 


Minister Who Preached Husband’s 
Funeral Gives Bereaved 
“Heaven” Book—She Is 
Saved By Its Message 
October 10, 1950 
Dear Brother Rice: 
It is with mingled joy, sorrow 
and anxiety that I write you this 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


letter—joy that I am saved; sor- 
row that I did not recognize Christ 
sooner; anxiety about my husband 
because I do not know if he was 
saved. 

You see, my husband and I never 


discussed religion, and now it is | 


too late. As a child he was baptiz- 
ed, joined the church, took com- 
munion, and went to catechism. By 
the time I met him he had strayed 
away from the church. I had never 
gone to church except as a small 
child, and we never mentioned it 
or went to church during the short 
time we were married. 

During the last year of our mar- 


riage, a couple of times he sug- | 


gested that we go to church with 
his mother, and, God forgive me, 
I only laughed at him. I wasn’t 
exactly an atheist because I be- 
lieved in God and sometimes pray- 
ed, but I wasn’t saved, and God 
didn’t seem very real to me. 
Four months ago my husband, 
my brother, my uncle and 


set. My husband and his 
were good swimmers. My brother 
and uncle could not swim at all. 
The friend swam to a rock and 
stayed there, safe. My husband 
grabbed my brother and pushed 
him to the boat, then went after 
my uncle. He grabbed him an 
then caught hold of the boat. But 
something seemed to snatch the 
boat from his hand, and they were 
swept under. There was no strug- 
gle at all. They just went down 
and never came up. Neither one 
uttered a sound. My brother clung 
to the boat. as it drifted down- 
stream and when he came close 
to a rock, he jumped to safety. 

They found my  uncle’s' body 
four lays later, and my husband’s 
body wasn’t discovered for ten 
days. 


At the funeral my aunt’s minis- 
ter gave her one of your books, 
Bible Facts About Heaven. It was 
when I read this book that I was 
saved. At first I was filled with a 
wonderful joy and sense of peace, 
because I felt sure my husband 
was with God and now that I was 
saved I would some day join him; 
but now I’m not so sure of his 
salvation. We could endure any- 
thing, if only we were certain that 
our husbands were safe with Jesus. 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Rev. J. Allen Blair 

Dr. J. Walter Carpenter 

Dr. S. Maxwell Coder 

Dr. William Culbertson 

Dr. M. A. Darroch 

Dr. William Allan Dean 

Dr. V. Raymond Edman 

Dr. G. Allen Fleece 
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SEND FOR THIS 
LITTLE BOOK 


ys) which tells how you may obtain 
=" @ guaranteed lifetime income 
through sharing in a great Christian work 


Learn more about a remarkable Retirement Plan (operat- 
ing over 100 years) that enables you to provide generously 
for your future and that of your survivor—at the same time 
be a benefactor of mankind, by helping a great Christian 
Cause. Interest rates as high as 7% depending upon your 
age. For details, write today for Booklet SL101, AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


By the 


“My Brother and |” 


Editor 


for somebody near us. 

Not everybody can give ten 
yearly subscriptions to THE Sworp 
\OF THE LorpD at $11. But we be- 
lieve that nearly every reader can 
|send $3 for two subscriptions. Per- 
-haps you ought to renew your own 
Subscription for one year and then 
‘send a subscription to one other 
‘loved one, or relative, or friend. 
| Won’t you take care of yourself 
| and a brother, or friend, or neigh- 
| bor by sending $3 today to extend 
‘your own subscription one year 
land to send THE SworD OF THE 
|LORD one year for someone else? 
|Of course, you may send two sub- 
‘scriptions to someone else if you 


4 | like. 
friend went fishing. The boat up-| 


friend | 


| You get the first one-year sub- 
iscription for $2. Then for each 
|additional $1 you get another 
|year’s subscription either for your- 
iself or others. 

So Would send THE Sworp or 
|THE LorD two years. What a bar- 
|gain! Many of you earn $3 in two 
‘hours’ time. Many of you spend 
'53 a day for the family meals. 
‘Many of you thought nothing of 
‘buying a $3 Christmas present. $3 


‘would hardly fill the gas tank of. 


|your car one time! And I ask you 
ito do that much for yourself and 
|a neighbor, or friend, or relative. 
| Many thousands must help in 
ithis subscription campaign if we 
|are to reach the 100,000 paid cir- 
‘culation which is our goal. 

| There are several reasons why 
i\we believe you should help with 


| subscriptions. 


| First, if you have been blessed’ 


iby THE Sworp oF THE LorD, you 
|are obligated to help get the same 
blessing to others. We do not ask 
for all the money you have to 
give. But surely if God has blessed 
you through THE SworpD OF THE 
LORD, He wants you to help us 
reach others. 

Second, a small amount of 
money will do more good in buy- 
ing a subscription to THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD than almost any other 
way in the world. We do not know 
of any other way that will get 
out so much gospel for so long to 
SO many people as when money 
is spent for subscriptions to THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD. 


Five Important Facts 

We want you to carefully note 
the following five important facts 
about this subscription campaign. 

1. This week THE SwoRD OF THE 
LorD has twelve pages. Did you no- 
tice? Every other week from now 
on into March we expect to have 
twelve pages. Then after March 
we hope to have twelve pages 
every week. That will make more 
room for sermons and new and 
attractive features. THE Sworp or 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers’ 


Cain, after he had murdered Abel, said to God, “Am I 
my brother’s keeper?” But Cain was wrong. Every one of us 
is responsible for our brother, for our next-door neighbor, 


Sones 


THE LorpD will be bigger and bet- 
ter than ever. 

2. Consider the amazing price 
at which subscriptions to THE 
SworD OF THE LorD are now of- 
fered. The first;subscription costs 
$2 a year. Others sent in at the 
same time cost only $1 per year 
additional for each subscription. 
We believe this is the Aiggest bar- 
vain in soul-winning literature of- 
fered anywhere in the world. It 
is made possible by only the most 
careful management, by sacrifi- 
cial work and by the tens of thou- 
sands of subscriptions we are re- 
ceiving in this campaign. Many 
other Christian magazines have 
gone up in price. THE SworpD is 
only $2 a year, but during this 
campaign you may have two sub- 
scriptions for $3, ten subscriptions 
for $11, etc. 

3. Blessed material of the great- 
est interest is coming in THE 
SworD OF THE.LorD. The debate on 
so-called storehouse tithing will be 
continued in two or three later 
issues, God willing. Don’t miss it! 
Another great article on sou] win- 
ning by Dr. R. A. Torrey will be 
used. There will be more room 
for answers to Bible questions, for 
comment on current events. We 
have great sermons on hand by 
Dr. Billy Graham, Dr. Merv Rosell, 
Dr. Hyman Appelman, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., Dr. Lee Roberson, and 
many other principle soul winners 
in America. We really believe THE 
SworD OF THE LorpD will be better 
than ever. 

4. This great subscription cam- 
paign offer closes at midnight, 
February 1. To get the special 
rate, subscriptions must be mailed 
and postmarked by that time. Lit- 
tle time is left for us to do what 
we ought to do. 

5. The success of this great at- 
tempt depends on Christian influ- 


can say a good word for THE 
SworRD OF THE LORD in the pulpit. 
Teachers of adult and young peo- 
ple’s classes ought to encourage 
people to subscribe. In every 
church some man or woman ought 
to announce that he will take sub- 
scriptions, provide paper for 
names and addresses, collect the 
money and send it in with the 
subscriptions. We ask those who 
believe the Bible, who long to win 
souls, those who have been blessed 
by THE SworD OF THE LorD, those 
who want to stir revival fires all 
over America to lend their honest 
help in these glorious days. 
Remember the rate—send $2 for 
the first one-year subscription, and 
then $1 a year for each subscrip- 
tion sent in at the same time. 
Mark renewal subscriptions plain- 
ly “renewal” to avoid mistakes 
and to save time and trouble. 
Hadn’t you better pray about it 
before you decide what to do? 
Send all subscriptions to Sword 
of the Lord Publishers, 214 West 


Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, January 5, 1951 


More Commendation for Keenum 

Since announcing that Evan- 
gelist Covell Keenum has joined 
the Sword Staff of Evangelists 
we've received several letters of 
commendation. Here is the latest 
to arrive. 

Pastor A. C. Carpenter, Level 
Grove Baptist Church, Cornelia, 
Georgia, wrote: 

“T understand that Rev. Covell 
Keenum is joining your staff of 
evangelists. I praise the Lord along 
with all of you of the Sword staff 
that Brother Keenum is taking 
this step. As you will remember we 
had Brother Keenum with us for a 
revival this past June-July. With- 
out hesitation I commend him to 
any church who is looking for a 
man of God to preach in revival. 
God used him in a mighty way to 
stir our people to give themselves 
and all that they possess into the 
hands of the Lord. Souls were sav- 
ed and God’s people confessed their 
sins in this revival and set out to 
do better.” 


Pirtle Used in Florida 


A letter from Pastor Wayne P. 
Jarrard reads: 

“This is to inform you that 
Southside Baptist Church, Pensa- 
cola, Florida, has just closed a re- 
vival campaign December 6, us- 
ing Evangelist Jon A. Pirtle, 
Atlanta, Georgia. I wish to say 
that Brother Pirtle is a Spinit- 
filled, dynamic, gospel preacher. 

“This meeting was the best and 
by far the most remarkable meet- 
ing ever held in our church. This 
meeting was unique in the fact 
that we had souls come to the 
altar and come to Christ in every 
service. 

“We had 31 professions of faith 
of which 23 were adults, and in- 


_cluded in this group were two 


Catholics of Latin descent. Also, 
we had six by church letter and 
eight by rededication. Of the pro- 
fessions of faith they were all real 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


by Charles T. Lampman 


professions of faith in Christ Jesus, 
and not simply rededications. 

“The results of this meeting will 
be lasting and permanent and we 
will continue to enjoy the bless- 
ings of it for a long time.” 


Lamb Blessing In Kansas 

Reporting on the meetings of 
Evangelist Jim Lamb, pastor Del- 
Fehsenfeld, Berean Baptist 
Church, Kansas City, Kansas, says: 

“Our meeting with Evangelist 
James Lamb was a good one. Jim 
is consistent and persistent in his 
preaching and personal work dur- 
ing a meeting. He is a _ good 
preacher. The people love him and 
it is obvious that he loves people. 
The Lord used him to gain 22 de- 
cisions while he was with the 
Berean Baptist Church. Among 
those decisions the church realized 
four new families added to our 
fellowship. 

“The Holy Spirit had His way 
with Jim and through him worked 
a work of grace in the lives of 
our entire congregation: Mrs. 
Lamb is excellent with youngsters. 
Nightly she works in what she 
calls a “Crown Choir.” The boys 
and girls really go all out in their 
effort to be present each night to 
sing good gospel songs and iearn 
scripture verses. I recommend the 
Lambs to any church desiring a 
well-balanced scriptural revival ef- 
fort.” 


Max Cohn at Albany, Ohio 

Pastor John I. Snedden, Albany 
Baptist Church, Albany, Ohio, re- 
ports on revival services held early 
in December, as follows: 

“This is to give a word of report 
on the meeting conducted by 
brother Max Cohn, the Hebrew 
Christian evangelist. 

“In the face of handicaps we 
had to carry in chairs to accom- 
modate the crowds at the last two 
services. During the last five 
nights of the meeting there were 
25 decisions for Christ. God mar- 


The Silver Key to Tears 


(Continued from page 2) 


though it is stated that he was 
loved of Jesus. He stands for the 
commonplace, the average fellow 
who lives among us. All were in- 
cluded in this marvelous and 
matchless love of the Lord Jesus. 


No one has ever gotten beyond 
the love of Jesus. Irrespective of 
how deep a sinner may go in his 
sin, the love of God springing out 
of His heart of grace has reached 
down a little lower to pick up the 
poor lost sinner. 


Years ago in Frafice an earnest 
Christian was cast into a cell and 
while awaiting execution he carved 
four words about the cell window 
which was in the shape of a cross. 
On the ttop of it he scratched the 
word “height’’, then at the bottom 
appeared the word “depth”, and 
on either cross arm the words 
“length” and “breadth”, I thank 
God when I look upon the tear- 
stained face of Jesus I see some- 
thing of the height and the depth 
and the length and the breadth of 
His matchless love. “God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

As we further consider the 
weeping of our blessed Savior we 
see how it 


Manifests Jesus’ Concern for 
Sinners 

Lazarus in his physical death 
is a type of all men in their spiri- 
tual condition, “. . . dead in tres- 
passes and sins” (Eph. 2:1). In 
this condition the sinner is aliena- 
ted from God and does not seek 
Him, His spiritual status has been 
described by the Psalmist, ‘The 
wicked, through the pride of his 
countenance, will not seek after 
God: God is not in all his 
thoughts” (Ps, 10:4). All out of 
Christ are spiritually in the same 
condition as was Lazarus physical- 
ly. Yet we read how the Jews said 
of Jesus, “Behold how he loved 


him!” (John 11:36). Again we re- 
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peat, “But God commendeth his 
love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Rom. 5:8). 

It is said that on one occasion 
Mr. D. L. Moody, the famous evan- 
gelist, was invited to attend a fun- 
eral. Thinking about the event, he 
took his New Testament to see 
what Jesus did at funerals, and he 
discovered that at every funeral 
which the Savior attended, He 
broke it up. Life broke up death 
because Jesus could not be holden 
of death, 

Jesus saw the real condition of 
men, how they were lost and under 
the wrath of God. He saw their 
eternal doom. Their destiny start- 
led Him and wrung the tears of 
sympathy from His bleeding heart. 
He saw the endless suffering in a 
world separated from God and the 
sorrow which all have inherited. 
What a sublime sight to behold the 
Son of God brought to tears over 
the condition of humanity! Surely 
sin and death are something to 
weep over. Sinners may make a 
mock of sin, but not so our Lord. 
He knew the reality of sin, its 
awful power and its tragic con- 
sequences. 

The text brief as it is 4 


Shows Jesus’ Love for His Own 

As we contemplate this phase of 
the message, we are reminded of 
the opening statement of the thir- 
teenth chapter of John which 
reads, “Now before the feast of 
»the passover, when Jesus knew 
that his hour was come that he 
should depart out of this world 
unto the Father, having loved his 
own which were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end” (John 
13:1). Could anything be more ten- 
der and touching? He knew what 
was in the hearts of His disciples 
and He fully realized their weak- 
nesses and how at the last they 
would forsake Him, Yet His love 
was never failing, “having loved 


his own .. . he loved them unto 
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velously blessed in giving this Who said, “I am the resurrection, 


small church in a town of 500 peo- 
ple one of the greatest meetings 
it has seen in a_ half-century. 
Praise His Name!” 


Briefs From the Evangelists 


Appelman: A report of a three 
week campaign in Toledo, Ohio, 
indicates that God continues to 
bless Evangelist Hyman Appel- 
man. We quote: “Not a single one 
of the 21 nights passed without de- 
cisions for Christ, and an unusual 
thing noted was the high per- 
centage of older adults among the 
converts.’ Greenleaf: Dr. W. E. 
Davis of the First Baptist Church, 
Stonewall, Oklahoma, writes a 
fine word of commendation for 
Rev..O. A. Greenleaf, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, Levy, Ar- 
kansas, who is now going into 
full-time evangelistic ‘work. He 
says: “Rev. Greenleaf is a good 
man and a great preacher. He has 
been in the pastorate long enough 
to understand a pastor’s problems. 
He has been very successful in re- 
vival meetings, even while pastor- 
ing churches.” Smith: The Euro- 
pean youth for Christ team of 
Evangelist Charles H. Smith and 
the Royalaires Quartet (118 Golf 
Ave., Plainfield, N. J.) will begin 
a tour in the states, showing color- 
ed slides of their European cam- 
paigns. These men hope to raise 
sufficient funds to return to Eur- 
ope for additional revival meet- 
ings. Mills: Evangelist’ Evarett 
Mills reports working in children’s 
meetings with five other evan- 
gelists (Jim Mercer, Doug Winn, 
Jimmy Johnson, Harry O. Ander- 
son and Louis Nelton) on the west 
coast. There were 1,937 decisions. 


the end. re 

When Lazarus became ill, his 
sisters sent immediately for Jesus, 
the message reading, “Lord, be- 
hold, he whom thou lovest is sick” 
(John 11:3). Yet the action of 
Jesus must have seemed very 
strange, “When he had heard 
therefore that he was sick, he a- 
bode two days still in the same 
place where he was” (John 11:6). 
Though He did not respond at once 
to the appeal of those sorrowing 
sisters, there was a definite pur- 
pose in His delay. Our Lord ex- 
plained the case by saying, ‘“This 
sickness is not unto death but for 
the glory of God, that the Son 
of God might be glorified thereby” 


(John 11:4). If any delay on His 


part will bring glory to Himself, 
then we should gladly submit to 
His will. God’s children are always 
the objects of His love and care 
whether or not we understand His 
actions. There is not a circum- 
stance in the experience of God’s 
children which comes apart from 
His love. We may fail miserably 
as did Peter, but “having loved 
his own ,. . he loved them unto 
the end.” 
Finally, this blessed text 


Sheds Light on Our Tears 


We have seen the silver key as it 
has unlocked the meaning of the 
tears of our Lord, now we shall 
see how His tears explain the 
meaning of ours. Tears seem to 
be the lot of most of us. It has 
been said, and I believe truthfully, 
that more tears have been shed 
in the last quarter century than 
in any other period of the world’s 
history. Who among us has not 
wept? We begin life weeping and 
cry our way through babyhood, 
and we depart it amid the tears 
of mourning loved ones. and 
friends. 

The fact that the Lord Jesus 
wept shows the legitimacy of 
tears. Many have the feeling that 
shedding of tears is a weakness 
and they should be restrained or 
dried up. As Jesus stood with those 
two girls before the tomb of La- 
zarus, no one made an effort to 
dry His tears. It is right and fit- 
ting that we should shed tears. 
Does not God’s Word say, “Rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and 
weep with them that weep” (Rom. 
12:15)? 

But Jesus did not continue to 
weep, hence we have the revela- 
tion of the fact that tears have a 
limitation, -For Martha and Mary, 
their tears of sorrow turned to 


tears of joy when their brother|/ 


was restored to them, “Jesus said 
unto her, Thy brother shall rise 
again” (John 11:23). And Lazarus 
did rise again, not unto immortali- 
ty, but nevertheless he arose from 


the grave by the power of Him| 


and the life: he that believeth in 
me though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never 
die. Believest thou this?” (John 
11 :25-26). 

The Lord Jesus knew what it 
would take to redeem a lost world 
and to save men from an ever- 
lasting hell. He did not come down 
to earth to weep in helpless sor- 
row but to rise in almighty 
strength against our doom and to 
rescue us from it. 

Mythology recounts how Her- 
cules came to the place where: the 


helpless virgin lay bound upon the 
rock and the dragon was coming 
to devour her. The girl’s parents 
and those around her were fran- 
tic with fears and tears. But Her- 
cules cried out, “This is no time 
for tears; this hour is for rescue,” 
and he slew the dragon and saved 
the child. 

While our Savior wept over the 
sins of mankind, He also did some- 
thing about them and went to the 
cross and bore them in His own 
body upon the tree. “For when we 
were yet without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly” 
(Rom, 5:6). 


“I thank God that a few months 
ago someone started sending me 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD which I 
had not heard of before. It has 
helped me more than any reli- 
gious paper I ever received. I love 
| Pigg 

Dr. R.E.H., DETROIT, MICH. 


* * * 


“My son, who lives in South 
Bend, Indiana, married a sweet, 
lovely girl who was brought up in 
a formalistic church, and I found 
it difficult to show ther the way 
of salvation. I just prayed and 
trusted. I knew my Saviour would 
answer my prayer. About one 
year ago, THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
was sent to them, and a short 
time later they sent it to me for 
eight months. Two weeks ago I 
received a letter from my son’s 
wife saying she was saved and 
was so happy and had such peace 
as she never knew existed. She 
says she found the way made plain 
by the sermons in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD.” 


M. A. H., SILVER SPRINGS, MD. 


ae ae 


“I do want you to know that 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, sent sev- 
eral years ago by a friend, is the 
one periodical we read and pass 
on. The reading of it has led my 
husband and me to establish and 
maintain a family altar, and al- 
ready we can see that it has 
blessed our family.” 


W. W., SKIATOOK, OKLA. 
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PICK A SOUNDMASTER LIBRARY FOR QUALITY 


CHIMES @ ORGAN © CHIMES and VIBRAHARP 


Write fer list of enexcelled records. 


MORRISON RECORDING gat lS i772) 
@ LABORATORIES PECORDS 


Dept. L-1 GATAVIA, itt. 


scholarship, sound logic, 


a copy. 


Christian Leaders Say... 


Dr. Lee Roberson, President, Tennes- 
see Temple College, ‘‘In the field of 
present day religious books “The Power 
of Pentecost’ stands alone. It should 
be read and studied by every preacher 
and Christian worker. It will clear up 
many difficulties in Bible interpretation 
on the subject of the Spirit.” 

Evangelist Jesse M. Hendley, ‘In this 
volume Dr. Rice has written his most 
powerful book. It drives us to our 
knees. It convicts us of our definite 
need of the Holy Spirit to energize for 
effective service.”’ 

Bob Shuler, Jr. ‘This present book 
(Power of Pentecost) is by far and 
away his best. ...My whole-hearted 
recommendation of this book is not a 
thing lightly done.” 


Order from your bookseller or 
use coupon below. 


‘It Stands Alone .. .’’ 


The POWER of PENTECOST 
Fullness of the Spirit 


Here is the fruit of seventeen years of 
toil and tears. Dr. Rice in 1932 prepared 
a full book length manuscript on the 
fullness of the Spirit. He was sure of the 
doctrine but felt he must prove himself. 
Now, at last. we have the book which many leaders hail as Dr. 
Rice’s very best. Written with clear style in warm plain language 
to bless the humblest Christian. Here is the mellow fruit of ripe 
practical 
heart. This masterpiece on the Power of the Holy Spirit follows the 
teaching of the greatest soul winners—Moody, Finney, Torrey. 
Spurgeon and Scarborough. Dr. Rice side-steps no issues but gives 
clear, logical Bible answers to the extremes of the tongues move- 
ment on the one hand and the ultra-dispensationalists on the other. 
Every preacher, Christian worker and soul winner ought to have 


says Dr. Lee Roberson, Pres. 
Tennessee Temple College 


or the 


by Dr. John R. Rice 
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Paul’s Helpers 


By the Editor 


Paul, the mighty apostle, did more to establish the faith 
of Christ in the world than any other of the disciples of the 
Lord Jesus in the first century, and more, I suppose, than 
any other man who ever lived. And yet when we read his 
epistles in the New Testament, we find Paul always remem- 
bering his helpers! When he wrote to Philemon he bade that 
friend salute “Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fel- 


low-labourers” (Philem. 24). 
called “Philemon our dearly 


And the same Philemon was 
beloved, and fellowlabourer” 


and Archippus was called “our fellowsoldier.” Paul’s love 
burned warm toward these who helped bear the burdens, who 
helped do the work of the Lord Jesus. 


Tychicus was sent along with a 
letter to the Colossians, we sup- 
pose, and Paul commended him 
saying that he was “a beloved 
brother, and a faithful minister 
and fellow-servant in the Lord” 
(Col. 4:7). How would Paul have 
gotten out the message ‘had there 
not been devoted men to go where 
Paul could not go, carry letters 
and reports for him, and come 
back for instructions? 

Many godly women helped Paul, 
and ‘the never forgot to thank them 
and to thank the Lord. He said, 
“And I intreat thee also, true 
yokefellow, help those women 
which laboured with me in the 
gospel, with Clement also, and 
with other my fellowlabourers, 
whose names are in the book of 
life” (Phil. 4:3). The women, 
along with Clement, possibly the 
same great man who was one of 
the fathers of the church, was 
later pastor at Rome; and others 
—Paul remembered them all. 

To the people at Corinth Paul 
wrote commending the family of 
Stephanas who had given them- 
selves so fully to caring for Chris- 
tians. Paul commanded them, 
“That ye submit yourselves unto 
such, and to every one that help- 
eth with us, and laboureth.” Then 
he names another helper, Fortuna- 
tus (I Cor. 16:15-17). 

To the people at Rome Paul 
specially commended Phebe, who 
was a deaconess of the church of 
Cenchrea, “that ye receive her in 
the Lord, as becometh saints, and 
that ye assist her in whatsoever 
business she hath need of you: 
for she hath been a succourer of 
many, and of myself also” (Rom. 
16:2). 

And he did not forget beloved 
Priscilla and Aquila and called 
them “my helpers in Christ Jesus: 
Who have for my life laid down 
their own necks: unto whom not 
only I give thanks, but also all 
the churches of the Gentiles” 
(Rom. 16:3,4). And ae certain 
Mary! “Greet Mary” Paul says, 
“who bestowed much labour on 
us” (Rom. 16:6). 

I wish I could be as faithful as 
Paul in remembering to thank 
God for all who help me in the 
heavy labor of getting out the 
gospel through THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD and through my books and 
pamphlets and otherwise. Thank 
you! I thank everyone who has 
sent subscriptions, every one who 
has prayed, every one who has 
helped financially. You have been 
fellowlaborers in the Lord! Your 
reward will be in Heaven! 

How sad I should be if those 
who read THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
should not stand by me! That is 
what once happened to Paul. 
When ‘he was an old man and in 
jail at Rome, about ready to have 
his head cut off, his friends seem 
to have forsaken him. Paul writes 
to Timothy to be sure and bring 
the cloak and the books which he 
had left. (In winter the dungeon 
would be cold). Then Paul said, 


“Alexander the coppersmith did 
me much evil: the Lord re- 
ward him according to his works; 
Of whom be thou ware also; for 
he hath greatly withstood our 
words. At my first answer no man 
stood with me, but all men for- 
sook me: I pray God that it may 
not be laid to their charge” (II 
Tim. 4:14-16). 

Where now were all the friends 
Paul had won to Christ? Where 
were all those who had been 
blessed by his great preaching? 
They failed Paul, but God did not 
fail him. 

I am reminded that when the 
Lord Jesus was arrested, his dis- 
ciples forsook Him and fled. Be- 
fore that great multitudes left 
Jesus and He said to the disciples, 
“Will ye also go away?” (John 
6:67). 

We want you to be a fellow- 
helper of the truth. Every Chris- 
tian who reads THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp ought to send in subscrip- 
tions for as many as possible. 

I do not ask that you give all 
the money you have to give for 
Christian purposes to send THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD. I want you to 
support your own church, if it is 
a Bible-believing church. I want 
you to help support the godly pas- 
tor. I want you to do right about 
foreign missions. But I want you 
to do right about this great cause, 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, too. We 
want you to pray about it and 
let God lead you. And do not for- 
get this work. 


We are earnestly striving to 
reach 100,000 paid circulation to 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD. February 
1 this great subscription offer will 
come to a close. All subscriptions 
at the special rate must be in the 
mail by midnight of February l, 
postmarked not later than that 
date. Unless friends stand by us, 
unless the friends of the Lord 
Jesus are also “our fellowlabour- 
ers,” then we will be left sad and 
defeated, and we will know some- 
thing of Paul’s broken heart, when 
Demas and others forsook him. 


Thank God for the multiplied 
thousands of subscriptions’ that 
have come in for THE SWORD OF 
THE LorD during this present cam- 
paign. Nearly any other Chris- 
tian magazine in the world would 
rejoice to report some 23,000 paid 
subscriptions during one subscrip- 
tion campaign. We have already 
received that many. But we must 
receive many, many thousands 
more of subscriptions if we reach 
our goal. We have to replace 
many thousands of expiring sub- 
scriptions. Then we have to get 
enough new subscriptions as well 
as renewals to raise our subscrip- 
tion list from 70,000 to 100,000. I 
will tell you frankly that we 


subscriptions, in this short month 
of January, if we are to reach our 
goal! I am burdened about it be- 
cause the subscriptions are not 


RESULTS 
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100,000 DECISIONS FOR CHRIST _ 
IN JAPAN IN 18 MONTHS (2 


———- §,000,005 Gospels and Testas 
ments have been distributed by 
Japan staff of the Pocket Testament 
League and the evangelists whom the 
League has brought to Japan for its 
| nation-wide campaign of evangelization 
and Scripture distribution. 

This is only a beginning. Most of 
Japan's 80 million souls are still un- 
evangelized. NOW we are free to reach 
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them. TOMORROW — even a year from 
now — it may be too late. The utmost 
effort of God's people is needed NOW. 
Continue to pray with us for this great 
missionary task. 

Write for free copies of the Fuchida 
tract and the Anderson stories. 


ought to have fully 30,000 more 


coming in as fast as they ought 
to. I ask you in Jesus’ name to do 
your part today. 


Send a Token Subscription at 
Least 


We thank God for the many 
who ‘have sent ten subscriptions 
for $11 and some who have sent 
fifty and one hundred subscrip- 
tions. But some of you, no doubt, 
cannot send that many. All right, 
then send two subscriptions for 
$3.00! Show that you have a part 
in this subscription campaign! Re- 
new your own subscription, and 
if possible send one other subscrip- 
tion. Surely you can do that much 
for Jesus Christ and as a token 
of friendship for THE Sworp or 
THE Lorp and the mighty work 
which God has given us to do. 


Whoever y 


I will not feel bad if someone 
sends only $3.00 and says, “Please 
renew my subscription one year, 
and send THE SworRD OF THE LorRD 
one year to Mr. John Blank, at 
the following address.” At least I 
will know that you feel an obliga- 
tion, that you feel a burden about 
this blessed work. I will know 
that you have not forgotten us, 
and that you are not indifferent. I 
ask you in Jesus’ name to help at 
least what you can and at once! 
I want you to be our “fellow- 
helper” and “fellowlabourer”’ in 
this blessed work of getting out 
the gopel. 

Remember the low rate. Sub- 
scriptions can now be sent, one 
year for $2.00, two years for $3.00, 
four years for $5.00, ten years for 
$11, etc. That is, send $1.00 per 


year, for subscriptions plus one 
additional $1.00. For the first one- 
year subscription send $2.00, and 
after that simply $1.00 a year! 
Won’t you send a token subscrip- 
tion at once? Renew your own 
subscription and send one other 
if possible, but at any rate let us 
hear from you to know that you 
have not forgotten us and that 
you are standing by us in this 
mighty effort to spread the gos- 
pel and spread revival over 
America and the 80 foreign coun- 
tries where THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD goes! 

Be sure to mark renewals plain- 
ly “renewal.” Give complete name 
and address. Send all subscriptions 
to The Sword of the Lord, 214 W. 
Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. Cam- 
paign offer closes February 1. 


ou are, Whatever 


“your need= There As "Your book! 


For reading and re-reading, for 
meditation, for instruction, for plea- 
sure, for inspiration and exaltation, 
here is your book. You mustn't miss 
it! 


/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 


™— “ “a SS “se “, er. Te “S “ “SS * 


ys DS |S SS “ “> % & “> SS “ “a Se. Me Te Se Me “ee Se “eA i ee Oe Os Oe“ 


> “ “. “, “ss ™ 


CONTENTS 
The Wonder of the 


Our Solitary Saviour—R. L. Moyer. 
The Christian and War—R. L. Moyer. 


pangs «A Bible, or, 
Morris. 


Soltau. 


ted by Major Clara Becker 


Jones, Sr. 
Body Is Yours?—Walter L. 
Certainty, 


Whose 
maar 


A Pastor's wife 
The Only Way—Oswald.J. Smith. 


Stopping the Stork—B. H. Shadduck. 
Unseen Resources—John R. Rice. 


Judas Iscarict—John R 


Pearls of Paradise—Clinton N. Howard. 
Book—Dyson Hague 
God’s Abounding Love—T. Myron Webb. 
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PRICE 


Here it is—a book for you who 
have already been blessed : through 
these messages in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Here is your book—you 
who are looking for beautifully writ- 
ten, deeply moving Christian litera- 
ture. Here is the book for you who, 
through the years, have read and col- 
lected the classics in Christian litera- 
ture. Whoever you are, whatever 
your need, HERE IS YOUR BOOK! 


THE SWORD BOOK OF TREASURES 
is a book of favorites compiled by Editor 
John R. Rice. They are his favorites and 
your favorites—the sermons and articles 
and stories that brought the most blessing, 
the most comment, the most requests for 
extra copies when published in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 


Every chapter is a treasure! None are § 
dull, none uninteresting. Each story spar- 
kles with meaning and beauty. Every 
article will have sentences, and sometimes 
whole paragraphs, that you will want to 
underline and remember always. 


No Praise Too Extravagant! 


Words fail us to tell you how won- 
derful this book is. You cannot be 
disappointed in it! It will bless your 
heart, strengthen your faith, increase 
your joy in the Lord, encourage you 
to work for God. 
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Outstanding Features 


A big book of 21 chapters. 352 pages, 
SWORD BOOK OF TREASURES is not only 
full of priceless reading, but is a real value 
in itself. The pages are large, the type clear 
and easy to read. Practically every chapter is 

preceded by a photograph of the author and 
a brief biographical sketch. These biographies 
in themselves are one of the outstanding 
features of this full-to-bursting book. and 
will be a rich*source of information—a veri- 
table Christian “Who’s Who.” 


Because of printing in large quantities and extra care in mok- 
Ing up the book, we are able to offer It to you at unusually low price 


for the 352 big pages. Complete with an attractive colored jacket, with 
twenty-one chapters of rich reading 


$2.50 


214 West Wesley. 
Wheaton, Il. 


Wilson. 


Name 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS, 


Please send me immediately 


the big new anthology, THE SWORD BOOK OF TREA- 
SURES, at $2.50 each. I enclose $_ 


copies of 


- in payment. 


Address : 


City and State 
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Laying Up Treasure | in Heaven! 


(Continued from page 3) © 


If you can help us in any way, 
please write and tell us. 

Since I have been saved, I have 
helped my family to turn to Christ 
and now they are saved, too. I 
have bought quite a few of your 
books, and I am giving them to 
others to read so that they will be 
saved also. 

Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. W. Z—— 
Harrisburg, Penna. 


Japanese Hated American Who 
Betrayed Him: After His Con- 
version He Prays For The 
Soldier He Once Hated 


This letter is pathetic, yet heart- 


Committee of the Evangelical Al- 
liance Mission in Tokyo, Miss 
Florence Herron, wrote us October 
tT: 


Dear Brother Rice: 

T.E.A.M. missionaries in Japan 
are filled with heartfelt thanks to 
you and to God’s people who have 
made it possible for our 90 mis- 
sionaries to receive a new supply 
of 100,000 copies. of the tract, 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
The clear, direct message of this 
tract is much appreciated among 
the Japanese. 

Some of us new missionaries just 
finding our ‘sea-legs’ in the langu- 
age surely appreciate a good 


100,000 
Campaign Rates 


2 one-year subs, $3 

3 one-year subs, $4 

4 one-year subs, $5 
10 one-year subs, $11 
50 one-year subs, $51. 


These rates apply on al] sub- 
scriptions sent in in one batch. 
First subscription $2 a year; 
rother subscriptions sent in at 
the same time $1 each per 
year, The offer is good for 
either new or renewal. 


Confined “Begging” For Booklet 
Mrs. H. E. McMann of Hamil- 
ton, Ontario, writes, "You 
will be pleased to learn. that here 
in the hospitals, sanatorium, aged 
people’s home, etc. they are al- 
most begging for the booklet, 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’ 
And I have learned this week that 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD is now in 
the Public Library.” It is remark- 
able what results are coming from 
this 24-page salvation booklet, 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
written by our editor, Dr. John R. 
Rice. 


Pastor Grateful For Free Booklets 

We are glad for this “bread and 
butter’ letter from a young pas- 
tor in Ulysses, Kansas, who writes 
to thank us for supplying him with 


from house to house, along with a 
gospel portion, in the towns of 
Quevedo and Guaranda, where we 
held a series of evangelistic meet- 
ings with the sound truck. The 
booklets were also given to many 


policemen, together. with a New' 


Testament. One policemen in Gua- 
randa filled out the decision at 
the end of the tract that day af- 
ter we gave it to him. A splendid 
national worker, Mr. Heriberto 
Padilla, had the joy of dealing 
with this man. 

So we say again, Brother Rice, 
thank you for your share in get- 
ting the gospel out here in Ecua- 
dor. Indeed we shall be happy to 
receive any further literature you 
may wish to send us and you can 
be sure that it will be carefullly 
and prayerfully distributed. 
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May the Lord’s highest and best 
be yours in all things. 


Very cordialy yours, 


never been attending church or 
even trying to abide by the laws of 
God. In other words I was living 
like the average sinner does. But 


free booklets in the past. He says: 


“In the past I have been using 
your little booklet ‘What Must I 


warming. We have not edited it 

in any way, but give it just as 

this A man wrote it. We 
t 


tract to accompany our witness 
for the Lord. Last night I had the 


in Him, 
great thrill for which every new 


‘at ' Do to Be Saved?’ and have been CLARENCE W. JONES, Director 
know that those of you who have | missionary longs ... I had the joy | quring that two-week period I met | having blessed results. 
been so faithful in helping in the}of leading my first Japanese to] oy rather came more closely ac- o4 wale a ties “Sermon From a Catholic Bible” | 
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ing my head away from the Devil 
and really have enlightened me on 
how clean and fine a Christian 
life can be. I even tried to argue 
some points that were written in 
the Bible only to find out that I 
was just arguing to be arguing. I 
did not have any point to argue. 
But I read in the Bible that the 
Devil tempts or trys to make you 
doubt. So I will blame it on him. 

Today I prayed for forgiveness 
for my sins. I asked that I be help- 
ed along the path of righteousness. 
I accepted Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour. I trust Christ to save me 
and keep me from the judgment. 

I read your booklet, The Last 
Judgment of the Unsaved Dead. 
God bless you. 


I am very thankful to you be- 
cause I was saved by you, that 
I can give you my testimony about 
the salvation of Christ. I was 
working occupation forces army 
camp mess hall as a mess boy. 
That time I knew him whose 
name, Set. . He was a Mess 
Set. I was serving him very sin- 
cerely about 5 months, when he 
had girl friend. Then he need 
money for her. He told me, “Shall 
I lend money from you, about 
$200?” But I have not money about 
that much. Then I lent from my 
friend and my relative, so I got 
money from them. I lend to him. I 
believe him because he was a 
Christian, but he did betray of my 


much the girl really understood. 
What thrill of the world could ever 
compare with that of seeing a 
mind and heart darkened by sin 
and heathenism turn from. death 
unto life, from idols unto the liv- 
ing God. Reiko (Good-manners) 
had a bright testimony and a spir- 
itual hunger next morning. She 
had read and reread your tract 
until she really felt she understood 
the answer to the question of the 
ages, “‘What must I do to be sav- 
ed?” : 

As a Literature Committee the 
burden of our hearts is to get 
the best and the most literature 
possible immediately into circula- 
tion in Japan. In this critical 


the booklet free in the past. I have 
had the privilege of seeing souls 
accept Christ through it. 


“Up to now I have been un- 
able to pay for these booklets 
since I was going to Bible school 
and was hardly able to keep my- 
self in school. Now I have a pos- 
torate and God is blessing. En- 
closed you will find $5.00 for which 
please send me 250 booklets.” 


My husband and I enjoyed the 
little book of Sermon From a Ca- 
tholic .Bible. My husband was i 
Catholic. After reading the book I : 
took him to a Bible class where I 2 
was saved and accepted Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour. Two weeks 
later (last Monday night) my hus- 
band accepted Him. 


We have some Catholic friends 
that we would like to tell them 
all about Jesus. And the booklet 
would help. Would you please send 
us 8 or 10 more copies? We sincere- 
ly thank you. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. W. CoNTyY 
Long Beach Calif. 


Radio Director in Ecuador Tells 
of Conversion of Policeman 
After Reading Spanish “What 

Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
November 17, 1950 
Quito, Ecuador 
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friendship. 

I wait money back from him; 
one month, two months, three 
months pass away, but he didn’t 
discharge to me, that at time 
he did dismiss me from camp. 
I couldn’t get in camp and meet 
to him ever. I tried many time 


interim period while so many are 
learning the language, literature 
has a vital ministry perhaps un- 
equalled in any other field at this 
time. May the Lord prosper you 
as you work with us to meet this 
great challenge in the Orient. 


Respectfully, 


M. E. BREWER 


Sister Saved Through Booklet 


Our hearts always rejoice to re- 
ceive this kind of a letter: 


Radio Stations HCJB 
The Voice of the Andes 
Dear Mr. Rice: 

We have received the thousand 
copies, in Spanish, of the fine 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” and you will be happy for 


Woman Begins Obeying Unsaved 
Husband After Reading THE 
HOME; Husband Gets 
Saved! 

Mt. Pleasant, Ia. 
November 21, 1950 


Dear Brother Rice and staff of 


“My sister in Minneapolis was 
saved through the booklet, ‘What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?’ that I 


the Sword, 
I know the Lord would have 


His ambassadors, 


this fine report that Abe Van Der 
F'LORENCE HERRON 


Puy has just given me upon his 


get money back from him, but 
couldn’t. Soon after he go back 


to America then I couldn’t take 
money from him for ever. But I 
must retrieve to my friend and my 
relative. I tried make money, but 
couldn’t. Then I cursed to him and 
all people of America. I thought 
I could get way from sin by dying, 
that at time I hurt the feelings 
of my family. I was ran away from 
my home. I was looking for place 
to commit suicide. But God didn’t 
leave me to my fate. I thought, 
after I die, if I could stay my 
soul this world, my soul cursed 
him, I resent people of America 
at that time, God help me. 

It was a tract, “What Must I 
Do to Be Saved?” I read it very 
carefully, earnestly and finally. I 
knew the love of God, and I also 
read that I was great sinner. Af- 
ter read this tract I called on 
Mr. Timothy Pietsch, whose name 
was written on the tract. I told 
him everything I had done. He told 
me about Christ. Very earnestly 
he led me to Christ. When I ac- 
cepted Him in my heart I got 
happiness. Now I not curse Sgt. 
and people of America; 
on the contrary, I am very thank- 
ful to him because he did open 
door to the Lord God. Now I pray 
for him and his family. God bless | 
them. 

Now I'm helping Mr. Pietsch. 
He go to country and = small 
town, he have street meeting, 
then I should have public confes- 
sion and I told audience about 
Christ Jesus and I say, “Please 
read this tract, ‘What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?’ very carefully be- 
cause I was saved by this tract,” 
and I give tract to them. 

I pray every night, Please, God 
bless you and your family. 

SABURO KONDO 
13th night September, 1950 
e * . 


A quarter of a million more 
copies of Dr. Rice's booklet, 


Would you like to help this work 
continue? 

The large book by Dr. Rice, Is 
Jesus God? has also been trans- 
lated into Japanese and will be 
published there, to be given es- 
pecially to about 1800 native Ja- 
panese preachers and leaders. Also 
two other booklets by Dr. Rice, 
Heaven and Seven Secrets... 
are being translated and published. 
This is a tremendous undertaking, 
with great expense. But God who 
has met the need so far, will help 
us to spread the message more 
widely to these hungry hearts, we 
are confident. 


Jehovah’s Witness Gives “Sword” 
To Daughter: She Writes Telling 
of Blessing Through It, And 
Booklet, “What Must I Do 
To Be Saved?” 

Dear Workers in Christ: 

After reading Jessie Ruth Rice’s 
article on “Thank God for Mon- 
days,” and seeing what encourage- 
ment you get from the mailbag, 
I felt I have been very neglectful. 
I really believe the Lord reached 
me through the little booklet, 
What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
Afterwards I read it to my chil- 
dren; they have all accepted Christ 
‘and been baptized. Also in past 
two months my husband has ac- 
cepted the Lord and came into 
our church. God has been so good | 
to us. 

I have been taking THe Sworp 
paper now for several months. It 
has been such a spiritual blessing 
to me; led me into a deeper walk 
of Christian living and how I 
thank Dr. Rice and staff, also God, 
that such men can be used to pro- 
mote the gospel in these trying 
times. Someone first sent the 
paper to my father, but he is a 
J ehovah’s Witness so he gave 
{them to me. That is how I first 
became acquainted with the paper 


“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” |: : - 


to which this letter refers, were 
wan in a recent printing— a 
attractive booklet with a 
oictier of a Japanese crowd on the 
front (though it would be on the 
back of the book to us, since the 
Japanese begin at the back and 
read frontward!) We must soon 
send money for another and larger 
printing . We also pay for a native 
secretary’s time in following up 
the converts brought to Christ 
By 5 gin this booklet, a big job! 
oe peewee” me: the Literature 


© 5 ’ > a f 2 ~ y ee p - ‘at } 
ea a yg ee ee ey Regn See to viol DES Sia trl ek ae. Ce | i oe “ : 4. ee PL €s 
OE re f?| us m2 ae J oh wae u oa we la a ae ou } $ - ord oe 4 a2 : “a3 “ 
ere? ' posh Bay = : gt rd an a ee ie i ) i ae PU, wal ee Pan See ers oo aay a mt - ae ~ 
r} . ee A oe ee : q * Paw oy 2 p Oo > she : ’ % pe 4 mine < bts S A bess or te Po os ha ees ™ 4 we : ~ 
ede | pF Hage ARE ee ey ter Fi oe ar! = ero ae ee een Peart eS SF Oy ot Papa ees oe ‘ide ha ap a i ns te Ri oe ~ i a 


Mrs. J. E. NICHOLAS 
- Bushnell, Il. 
é 
Soldier Reads “Last Judgment” 
Booklet: Sends Decision Slip 
Saying He Is Trusting 
Christ For Forgiveness 
San Francisco, Calif. 
Dear Mr. Rice: 

My name is Max Edward Brew- 
er. Two weeks ago, I had an en- 
tirely different attitude than I do 
today. I have never given our Lord 
Jesus Christ mach. neoa or had 


vy ve Fi dna 4 
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gave her some time ago.” 


ETHEL GILDNER 
Mason City, Iowa 


return from a very recent trip 
with the new gospel sound bus. 


Your booklets were distributed 


me write you of my appreciation 
for THE SworD OF THE LorD. I 


(Continued on page 7) 


“Certain to Give A Great Lift” 


—Dr. Faris D. Whitesell—Northern Baptist Seminary, Chicago 


The new book We Can Have Revival Now, by 
Dr. John R. Rice “is certain to give God’s people 
a great lift in expecting, praying for and working 
for revival in this generation” declares Dr. White- 


sell. Here is his review: 


“Containing the annual lectures on revival de- 
livered at Bob Jones University in February, 1950, 
this book is certain to give God’s people a great 
lift in expecting, praying for, and working for re- 
vival in this generation. Dr. Rice believes that there 
has been too much pessimism concerning the possi- 
bility of revival in our times, and he courageously 
and ably shows from the Bible why he thinks we 
can have revival now. Even though all evangelicals 
may not agree with his arguments, they certainly 
will agree with the main drive of the book, and 
will be in accord with the author when he says: “So 
in Christ’s dear name, let us offer ourselves living 
sacrifices to be the laborers God can use to win 
souls and bring about.revival in America” (P. 201). 

Dr. Whitesell is Professor of Homiletics, Evan- 
gelism and Pastoral Theology in the Northern 
Baptist Seminary, is a widely known author and 


leader in teaching and writing on evangelism. ’ 


This big book 201 pages is bound in light green 
cloth, stamped in gold, with an attractive jacket. 
Read the chapter headings and you will want this 
big book. It will hearten you to expect revival, will 
show you how this whole age is destined for great 
revivals and the greatest revivals are yet to come. 


A revival is on! 


USE THIS HANDY COUPON 


CHAPTER TITLES 


Come 


24 


1. Mass Evangelism and Defeatist Voices 
that Despair of Revival ° 


2. Bible Foretells Greatest Revivals Yet to 


3. False Teaching About the Last Days 
4. “Last Days.” a Blessed Age of Revival 
5. Great Revivals in Bible Times Prove 


| SWORD OF THE LORD ————— 


214 W. Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Sirs: 
Enclosed is $.__----- for 


of Dr. Rice’s newest “beg We Can Have 


vival 


es iS copies 


We Can Have Revival Now 
6. We Can Have Revival Now because of 
God's Intimate Resources 


7. Present-Day Wickedness, Apostasy and 
Modern Civilization Cannot Prevent Re- 


8. The Revival Harvest is Always Ripe 
Among Sinners 

9. We can Have Revival Now Because We 
Already Have Increasing Revival 


Revival Now at $2.00 each. 10. God's Way to Mass Revival 
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STREET --~-_--------------------------- From your book dealer or from 
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Friday, January 5, 1951 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


Teaching About the Last Days 


(Continued from page 1) 


even to the church down through 
many centuries, as it was in Eng- 
land before the Wesleyan revivals, 
as it came in France before that, 
as it came even in the early 
church in the first centuries of 
the Christian era. 

The defeatism of Christians, 
who are not bold in preaching nor 
bold in prayer because they be- 
lieve that Christian work is less 
effective than ever before, that 
the gospel does not bring the re- 
sults that it did before, and that 
great revivals are less likely than 
ever before, is tragic indeed. And 
it is especially sad to see this de- 
featism springing up because of 
misinterpretation of Scriptures by 
Christians who really believe the 
Bible and love Jesus Christ. 

This ultradispensational teach- 
ing that Jesus is certain to come 
soon, that certain signs prove the 
age is rushing to an early end, 
that the apostasy, world conditions 
and increased activity of Satan 
make gospel efforts less fruitful 
and revivals more difficult and 
unlikely, is a distressing perver- 
sion of a great truth. It is true 


that Jesus may come at any mo- 
ment, but the ultradispensationa- 
lists do not preach the emphasis 
that Jesus urged, “Watch there- 
fore, for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of 
man cometh” (Matt. 25:13), and 
the Bible doctrine often stated and 
inferred that Jesus might have 
returned any time since Pentecost 
and may return now at any time. 
Instead, they emphasize world con- 
ditions and so-called signs, and 
spend their time in study of the 
technical details of prophecy and 
speculation rather than on the 
soul-winning work which Jesus 
clearly told us to be about until 
He should return. 

Jesus would have us to watch 
for His coming simply because He 
commanded us to watch. However, 
the custom has grown up among 
a lot of premillennial Christians 
of looking for Christ’s return be- 
cause we have had the first or the 
second world war, or of looking 
for Christ’s return because Zion- 
ists and infidel Jews have estab- 
lished the modern nation Israel 


in Palestine. Some are moved more 


Laying Up Treasures in Heaven! 


(Continued from page 6) 


look forward to it every week; 
also I pray for you that the Lord 
will give you just the right mes- 
sages... 

I'd like to tell you also my sis- 
ter had been burning THE Sworp, 
which I had sent to her, until just 
lately. I know the Lord is striving 
with her also. Your book on The 
Home is one of my treasures. I’ve 
loaned it to several. After one of 
my dear sisters in Christ read it, 
she said she had not obeyed her 
husband as she should. She began 
to yield and just about one week 
ago her husband was saved. Of 
course we’ve been praying for him 
and the Lord gave us a wonderful 
revival in our church, but I know 
that it was through the message 
the Lord gave you in this book 
that started it all. 

Yours in Christ, 
Mrs, PEARL HENESSEE 


Soldier in Korea Writes: 
November 16, 1950 
To Brother John R. Rice 
Dear Christian Friend: 
I am privileged to write you 


at this opportunity in regards to 
your pamphlet that was published 
in December, 1945. I remember 
reading it in 1946, and knowing I 
was a sinner. It really brought 
tears. This is November, 1950. I 
am in Korea. I have one of the 
booklets “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” Your book plainly tells 
how we may be saved. I am a sin- 
ner, realizing I need, to be saved. 
Only Christ can save me. Yes, I 
believe the Scripture. I am looking 
forward to going to Bible school 
because I want to labor for God 
through Christ, believing the time 
is short. So I want to accept Christ 
as my Saviour now. I admire read- 
ing St. John 5:39 and I have taken 
heed to that verse. 


I am a soldier now serving in 
Korea. I am trying to servé my 
time in the army so that I ean 
attend Bible school, because I 


their way back to Christ. I have 
said that I am a sinner seeking 
salvation. I do accept Christ now. 
So I would appreciate your send- 
ing me about 50 copies of “What 


I am dictating this just at 
the close of a five-day Mid- 
Century World Outlook Confer- 
ence. We have had on our plat- 
form three governors and diplo- 
matic representatives of thirty 
foreign countries. The purpose 
of the Conference was to give 
our students a world outlook 
and the slant of the different 
men on the problems of our 
modern world. We are trainin 
many missionaries and minis- 
ters of the Gospel. We think our 
young people should know the 
different slants that world lead- 
ers have on modern. prob'ems. 
Paul understood the problems 
of his day and the approach dif- 
ferent men had to those prob- 
lems, and Paul’s knowledge en- 
abled him to be all things to 
all men that by all means he 
might win some of them. 

It was a most interesting con- 
ference. We have created a 
show window for and made 
good contacts for the mission- 
ary plans we have for Bob 
Jones University—that is, if the 
Lord delays His coming. I quote 
below a statement from a let- 
ter from Prince Theimuraz 
Bagration, a Georgian, the 
same country from which Joe 
Stalin came. At the close of a 
Gospel message which I gave 
during the conference, he shook 
my hand and with a voice that 
sounded as if he had tears in 
his throat said, “You have 
given me hope.” But this is the 
quotation from the letter: “I 
am still under the wonderful 
impression I had watching the 
life of Bob Jones University. 


future of America—there are 
and there will be people who 
feel with their hearts and are 
not ashamed to be Christians.” 

At the close of the confer- 
ence, the following telegram 
was sent by Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., 
president of the University, to 
General MacArthur: “At the 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


‘This can give confidence in the 


close of a five-day Mid-Century 
World Outlook Conference at 
Bob Jones University, address- 
ed by three governors and diplo- 
matic representatives from 
thirty foreign countries, by un- 
animous vote of faculty and 
3,000 Christian students repre- 
senting 110 Protestant denomi- 
nations and coming: from all 
states and 26 foreign countries, 
I was instructed to wire you 
our congratulations on your 
great military strategy and 
your faithful service. We are all 
Christians and are praying for 
you.” 

General MacArthur -replied 
immediately to the telegram as 
follows: “Thanks and deepest 
appreciation. A merciful God 
will sustain us.” In this connec- 
tion, I would like to suggest 
that all Christians pray daily 
for General MacArthur. He is 
evidently a man who has a God 
consciousness. 

Many of you folks have in- 
vested money in the Bob Jones 
University Student Loan En- 
downment Fund, and some of | 
you have been thinking about 
investing more money. So we 
like for you to know all that 
it is possible for you to know 
about the work that is being 
done at Bob Jones University. 
We will let you hear from us 
later about how many people 
have been led to Jesus Christ 
during the Christmas holidays 
by Bob Jones University boys 
and girls. We hope you will 
pray for us. We are earnestly 
appealing to you friends’ to 
make a contribution to our 
Student Loan Endowment 
Fund. Help us reach the goal we 
have set for this school year. 
We are counting on you, and 
know you will not let us down. 
May God bless you. 

BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


want to help many lost sheep find 


by newspaper accounts than by 
the plain command of the Lord 
Jesus. 


And earnest Christians ought to 
recognize that this ultra-dispensa- 
tional outlook is largely a retreat 
from alarming conditions which 
Christians are not willing to face 
and for which they think the gos- 
pel is not sufficient. Too many 
Christians see the wickedness of 
the human heart, as expressed in 
Hitler’s murderous career and in 
the far worse wickedness of com- 
munism, and their faith wavers. 
Instead of an attitude of aggres- 
Sive evangelism with the gospel 
which is really the dynamite of 
God, sufficient for any generation, 
they declare that such a genera- 
tion as this is too hard for God, 
that Satan is too active, that the 
apostasy is too great and condi- 
tions too unfavorable for a revi- 
val. 

Let us face this defeatism for 
what it is. Let us recognize the 
lack of faith, the powerlessness 
for the retreat of Christians from 
the battle which seems hard. 

Indeed, some Christians ration- 
alize the situation and subcon- 
sciously evade the facts of their 
powerlessness and unbelief with 
the doctrine that we are in the 
last days, and it is impossible to 
win souls in any great numbers. 
That is bad enough, but many 
such Christians are actually not 
much concerned about soul win- 
ning and would much rather ex- 
amine the Scriptures with a kind 
of morbid curiosity, hoping to be 
thought wise, when really they 
shed no tears for souls and never 
wait before God pleading for re- 
vival or His mighty pentecostal 
power. . 

Learned men say to the people, 
“Let us gather around the Word,” 
and then they examine the Word 
of God as if it were a museum 
piece. It is as if, in a museum, sol- 
diers gather around a sword, talk 
with interest of its history, how 
it was made, who wielded it, and 
tel] what exploits were wrought 


Must I Do to Be Saved?” and I 
promise I will personally give each 
book to a wandering sheep, save 
those I wish to send my parents. 
The soldiers are .all very wicked. 
They need to know Christ. I have 
talked with quite a few of them 
and they were very happy _§ to 
know some of the things they 
didn’t understand before. I do be- 
lieve Christ has a work for me to 
do for Him, although my educa- 
tion is very poor—only first grade 
in grammar school. 

I will close here, asking for the 
50 copies if you think I am wor- 
thy? God Bless you. 


Sincerely yours, 

CPL. JOHN R. FAULKNER 

540 TRK Co. 

APO 301 c/o P. M. 

San Francisco, California 
a . > 


This week we begin a new year 
for the Lord. Let it be a year on 
which you can look back with re- 
joicing. No need to remind any of 
you that we are living in a strange 
day. 

Shall we pledge anew to God our 
life and ask that it may be used 
to win others in 1951? Are you 
prepared to sacrifice some of your 
time and energy —and perhaps 
money—in the service of the 
Lord? “Who then is willing to 
consecrate his service this day un- 
to the Lord?” (I Chron. 29:5). 


And remember that whatever 
sacrifice you are called to make 
in the service of the Lord, there 
is always a compensatory reward, 
and the Psalmist declares that “he 
that goeth forth and _ weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubt- 
less come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him” 
(Psa. 126:6). The return is in pro- 
portion to the effort made, how- 
ever. “He which soweth sparingly 
shall reap also sparingly,” said 
the apostle Paul, “and he which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully” (II Cor. 9:6). 

We give away many thousands 
of dollars worth of free literature 
every year. God uses it to win 


‘|hundreds of souls. . Those who 


want to help may send gifts to 
Free Literature Fund, Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, 214 West 
Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
And why not order some copies 
of the booklet, “What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?” in the English edi- 
tion at $2 a hundred and give them 
out to every one who promises to 
read them? | 


with it in the past, yet never take 
this same sword to battle. So do 
many “Bible teachers” and “Bible 
students” use the Word of God. 
The Bible is not simply to be the 
object of dispassionate, technical 
interest and investigation. It is 
not a museum curiosity! It is the 
sword of the Spirit which ought 
to be used to cut sinners to the 
heart. It contains the gospel, the 
dynamite of God which is the 
power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth. “Is not 
my word like as a fire? ... and 
like a hammer that breaketh the 
rock in pieces?” (Jer, 23:29), the 
Lord asks. So all the searching 
of the Bible and the searching of 
the daily newspapers to find 
some “signs” that prove Christ 
will come within a certain speci- 
fied time is contrary to the spirit 
of the Scriptures and does dis- 
honor to the Lord Jesus Christ 
who left us here simply to get 
the gospel to every creature. 


I. The Bible Doctrine That Christ’s 
Return Is Imminent Cannot Be 
Reconciled With the Teaching 
That He Could Only Return After 
Modern Events 


There are two theories about 
the premillennial coming of Christ 
which are contradictory. Both of 
them cannot be true. 


One theory is that Jesus will 
not come until certain signs have 
appeared. Some think Jesus can- 
not come until the gospel is 
preached again to al] the world. 
Some think Jesus could not come 
until what they call “the budding 
of the fig-tree,” the reestablish- 
ment of the nation Israel] as it 
has recently been reestablished in 
Palestine. Others think that Jesus 
could not return until the so- 
called “great apostasy,” the wave 
of modernism in the church which 
has occurred in America in the 
last fifty years and is now possi- 
bly past its climax. Many would 
say that the first and second world 
wars are signs of the soon com- 
ing of Christ. If that be true, then 
Jesus could not have come before 
these wars. Others believe that 
certain earthquakes, that famine 
following the wars, that the pres- 
ent capital-labor controversy en- 
couraged by socialists and com- 
munists everywhere are signs of 
Christ’s coming, and that there- 
fore Christ could not have come 
before these clashes occurred and 
communism and socialism reach- 
ed their present popularity, I want 
you to see that this first and popu- 
lar theory I am discussing is sim- 
ply that Jesus was to come only 
after certain definite signs should 
appear. 

The other and contradictory 
theory is that Jesus might have 
returned any time after Pentecost. 
No one knew when He would re- 
turn, so it would have been pos- 
sible for Him to have returned 
before the first or second world 
wars, before the evolution theory 
became widely prominent and the 
vresent great rage of modernism 
developed. He might have come 
before the modern missionary 
movement. Or he may come now 
at any moment. This theory, or 
doctrine, we will call it, is the 
doctrine of the imminency of 
Christ’s return. But note carefully 
that this doctrine of the immi- 
nency of Christ’s return contra- 
dicts the doctrine that Jesus could 
not come until a certain set time 
in a program and that He must 
come after a number of specified 
signs are fulfilled. The teaching 
‘that Christ must come at a set 
time or in a particular generation 
and only after a certain program 
of signs is fulfilled is entirely dif- 
ferent from the doctrine of the 
imminent coming of Christ. And 
the imminent coming of Christ is 
clearly taught in the Scriptures. 


I beg your patience as I state 
it again. It is important for us to 
see that one cannot hold to the 
imminency of Christ’s return, that 
is, that He may come at any mo- 
ment, that He might have come at 
any time since Pentecost as far 
as any one then could know, and 
that Christians, afl through the 
ages, were right to expect Christ 
to come at any moment, and to 
watch for His coming, and to be- 
lieve at the same time that cer- 
tain signs must come first. That 
doctrine that Christ’s coming is 
imminent, the time of His. coming 
unknown and unknowable, is 
clearly taught in the Bible. But 
one cannot hold to the imminency 
of Christ’s return, and at the same 


time believe that there had to be 


a first world war before Christ 
could return, or that Christ could 
not return before the nation Israel 
was established in Palestine; or 
that Christ could not return be- 
fore the present wave of modern- 
ism and worldliness. Every reader 
may take his choice; he can be- 
lieve in Christ’s imminent return, 
as taught in the Scriptures, or he 
can believe that Christ’s coming 
had to await certain events. The 
two doctrines are irreconcilable. 
They cannot be harmonized. The 
intelligent Bible believer cannot 
hold to both positions. And the 
Bible certainly clearly teaches the 
imminent return of Christ, that 
is, that Christ may return at any 
moment. 


That being true, it will natural- 
ly be impossible for anybody to 
tell when we are in the last days 
of this dispensation. That being 
true, there can be no signs which 
definitely show the approach of 
the return of Christ. If Christ had 
to wait until certain signs appear 
before He can return, then His re- 
turn is not imminent. On the other 
hand, if Paul was right to expect 
the Lord’s return in his day, as 
he did, speaking of “we who are 
alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord” (I Thess. 4:15), then 
all are wrong who think that 
Christ’s coming is now indicated 
by the first and second world war, 
the great falling away of these 
days, the founding of the nation 
Israel in Palestine recently, etc. 
Either Christ might have come at 
any moment, as He taught, or He 
could not return until certain 
other events occurred. Both can- 
not be true. If Christ cannot now 
return until the gospel is preached 
to some tribes in the Amazon val- 
ley, then the imminent coming of 
Christ could not be true. 

But, let me say again, the im- 
minency of Christ’s coming is 
clearly taught in the Bible. To his 
disciples on Mount Olivet and to 
all succeeding generations of 
Christians, Jesus commanded, 
“Watch therefore: for ye know 
not what hour your Lord doth 
come” (Matt. 24:42). Again He 
said to them and to us, “Therefore 
be ye also ready: for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son. of 
man cometh” (vs. 44). Again He 
said to these disciples, and te 
Christians who come after them, 
“Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh” 
(Matt. 25:13). Then He told them, 
“And what I say unto you I say 
unto all, Watch” (Mark 13:37). If 
these Scriptures are to be taken 
at honest face value, then all 
Christians, including those first 
disciples and including Christians 
of all ages, have been commanded 
to watch for Christ’s return, since 
He might come at any moment. 


Christ’s second coming, then, 
does not now wait, and never did 
wait, on any world events. 


II, No One Knows Even Approxi- 
mately When Jesus Will Come 


In the Olivet discourse the Sav- 
iour discusses the second coming. 
The clearest point in all His teach- 
ing on the second coming is that 
no one knows when it will be. Con- 
sider Mark 13:32-37: 


“But of that day and that hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the an- 
gels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father. Take ye 
heed, watch and pray: for ye know 
not when the time is. For the Son 
of man is as a mar taking a far 
journey, who left his house, and 
gave authority to his servants, 
and to every man his work, and 
commanded the porter to watch. 
Watch ye therefore: for ye know 
not when the master of the house 
cometh, at even,.or at midnight, 
or at the cockcrowing, or in the 
morning: Lest coming suddenly he 
find you sleeping. And what I say 
unto you I say unto all, Watch.” 


Now observe the clear teaching 
of the Saviour that no man can 
know the time. 


1. The angels do not know when 
Jesus will come. 


2. The Lord Jesus Himself while 
on earth did not know whey He 
would return. ) 


3. Jesus said His second coming 
was so wholly unpredictable that 
it was illustrated by the servants 
waiting for their master’s return. 
The master might come in the 
evening, midnight, cockcrowing or 
in the morning. In this world no 


one can foretell even approximate- 


ly when Jesus will return and 


(Continued on page 8) 
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when this age will end. If the 
more than nineteen hundred years 
which have already elapsed since 
Christ promised to return be di- 
vided up into four watches or peri- 
ods to represent evening, mid- 
night, cockcrowing and morning, 
we find that Jesus is saying that 
no one can know even within cen- 
turies of the time of His return. 

4. The all-important teaching of 
Jesus about His return is that He 
may come at any moment. His 
coming is imminent. 

Jesus may not come for one 
hundred years, for five hundred 
years, for one thousand years. 
People often say, “Jesus is com- 
ing soon.” That cannot be proven 
by Scripture. It is not what Jesus 
said. Jesus said, “Behold, I come 
quickly” (Rev. 22:7). We know 
Jesus will come suddenly. Wheth- 
er He will come soon or late, we 
do not know. Whether -He will 
come at evening or at midnight or 
at cockcrowing or in the morning, 
we do not know. Jesus said plainly 
that we are not to know. We are 
simply to wait. We are to expect 
His coming, to be ready for His 
coming and to be doing His blessed 
will in carrying the gospel to 
every creature but we do not 
know even the approximate time 
of His coming, nor of the end of 
this age. 

This same siseie teaching is 
given in Matthew 24:36-39. Again 
we have the clear statement of 
Jesus that no one can know even 
the approximate time of His com- 
ing. Read it carefully: 

“But of that day and hour know- 
eth no man, no, not the angels of 
heaven, but my Father only. But 
as the days of Noe were, so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man 
be. For as in the days that were 
before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the .day that 


Noe entered into the ark, and}j 


knew not until the flood came, 
and took them all away; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man 
be.” 

Again Jesus plainly says that 
no man can know the day or hour 


Of His return. He repeats that 


even the angels in Heaven do not 
know the time, and then He illu- 
strates the total lack of informa- 
tion which any man can have 
about the time of the second com- 
ing. As it was in the days before 
the flood when people ate, drank, 
married, and gave in marriage and 
had no hint of the time when the 
flood would come until “the flood 
came and took them all away,” 
just so surprising and unforeseen 
will be Christ’s second coming. Be- 
fore the flood they did not know 
even one day ahead of time when 
it would come. So from the words 
of the Lord Jesus Himself, we 
properly infer that we cannot 
know even one day ahead of time 
when Jesus will come. 

Again this question of Christ’s 
return and the restoration of the 
kingdom to Israel was brought up 
by the disciples after Christ’s re- 
surrection. Read the discussion in 
Acts 1:5-7: 

“For John truly baptized with 
water; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many 


days hence. When they therefore 


were come together, they asked of 
him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at 
this time restore again the king- 
dom to Israel? And he said unto 
them, It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons, which 
the Father hath put in his own 
power.” 

Jesus had told the disciples to 
tarry and wait there until they 
were endued with power from on 
high. They were to be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost and so su- 
pernaturally empowered for soul 
winning. 

Do you ever find Christians 
more concerned about the techni- 
cal details of prophecy, more con- 


cerned about speculation as to the 


time of Christ’s return than about 
soul winning? Well, the twelve 
apostles before they were Spirit- 
filled had the same carnal view- 
point. Instead of rejoicing that 
they were to be filled with the 
Spirit for sou] winning, they im- 
mediately jumped to the hopeful 
conclusion that Christ referred to 
His return, the restoration of 
David's throne and the future in- 
dependence of Israel. So they said, 
“Lord, wilt thou at this time re- 


store again the kingdom to Israel.” 
Then Jesus in strong and empha- 


tic language told the disciples that 
the time and season of His glor- 
ious return and the restoration of 
Israel were not within their pro- 
vince at all, not matters for them 
to know. He said: 

“It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power. 
But ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be. witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.”—Acts 1:7,8. 

It is well to remember that the 
carnal mind seizes on externals 
rather than _ spiritual internals. 
The carnal nature is more con- 
cerned with incidentals than fund- 
amentals. Men would rather be 
baptized than born again. Men 
would rather talk in tongues than 
have the mighty soul-winning 
power of’ the Holy Spirit. Just so, 
modern speculating, ultradispensa- 
tionalists prefer to look for signs 
rather than to obey the Great 
Commission and to win souls. 

Let us clearly understand what 
Jesus taught. He said, “It is not 
for us to know the times or sea- 
sons” concerning the second com- 
ing. Not the day, nor the hour, 
not the year, not the era of the 
second coming can be foreseen. 
Jesus expressly said that the Fath- 
er deliberately kept this secret 
and it is not one that Christians 
should seek to know. 


III. Date-Setting, Speculation, an 
Embarrassing Heresy 

How it appeals to foolish human 
pride for a man to think, “In my 
superior wisdom I have figured 
out something others do not 
know!” And particularly, Bible 
teachers like to show their su- 
perior understanding of the Scrip- 
tures and the times, because, first 
f “the discovery” is sensational 
and will help get a crowd of ex- 
cited ‘hearers and second, if it will 
be a good alibi for man’s power- 
lessness and fruitlessness in soul 
winning. Men try to make the 
headlines by predicting when the 
next war will begin and when the 
next depression will be upon us. 
One can arouse more excitement 
and attract more attention if he 
can give plausible evidence that 
he has discovered approximately 
when the Saviour will return. 
That indicates that such a Bible 
teacher is more spiritual and more 
discerning and more everything 
that a proud carnal heart desires 
to appear to be! It is not surpris- 
ing therefore that we have con- 
stantly recurring efforts to set 
the approximate date of the Lord’s 
return. 

For example, more than a cen- 
tury ago a farmer in New York 
state, named Miller, started to 
read his Bible and discovered, he 
thought, what the scholars had 
overlooked. By making a day 
mean a year (which it never does) 
he took some of the prophecies of 
Daniel from out of their setting 
and figured that Jesus must re- 
turn on a certain day in 1844. He 
convinced many of his neighbors 
that he was right and these Mil- 
lerites made them white robes and 
got ready for the rapture; but 
they waited in vain on hilltops 
and haystacks for the Saviour to 
catch them away. 

One day last summer I sat at 


sor of Biblical Interpretation at 
the Practical Bible Training 
School, Johnson City, New York. 
He told me that his people lived in 
the community of Farmer Miller 
and many of them had been con- 
vinced that Jesus was coming on 
the day announced by Miller. One 
uncle planted no crops. Why 
should he when he wouldn’t be 
there to gather them? He showed 
his faith by sitting on his front 
porch while others toiled. But 
Jesus did not come and that win- 
ter thirteen of his cows starved 
while he and his family barely 
lived on the milk from one cow 
and from corn meal given by a 
neighbor. | 
‘Seventh-Day Adventists are the 
spiritual descendants of the Mil- 
lerites, and many of them still try 
to figure the time of the Lord’s 
return by misinterpretation of 
Daniel’s prophecy. 

How foolish to think that the 
secret of the date of Christ’s re- 
turn is given in the book of Dan- 
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ie] and that Jesus and none of His 


dinner with Dr. Lowe, a profes- 


disciples knew it! 

The British-Israel cult could not 
find the date of Christ’s return in 
the Bible so they turned instead 
to the Great Pyramid and they 
count it an inspired revelation 
like the Bible. In the ascending 
passage leading to the tombs of 
the kings in the pyramid they 
figured that one larger portion 
with a higher ceiling would repre- 
sent the time of Christ’s return; 
so they took a tape measure from 
the supposed original edge of the 
pyramid through the passage to 
the. enlargement. They counted 
every inch a year and so began 
to foretell when Jesus would 
come! 

One greatly-heralded British- 
Israel teacher in Los Angeles pre- 
dicted that Jesus would come Sep- 
tember’ 16, 1936, as I recall. Need- 
less to say, his prophecy was 
proved wrong and his influence 
was broken. Date-setting for the 


return of the Saviour has always 
been a heresy which turns out 
with embarrassment. 

In my boyhood I saw in the old 
opera house at Gainesville, Texas, 
a picture prepared under the di- 
rection of “Pastor Russell” of the 
“Millenial Dawn” cult. He pre- 
dicted, “Millions now living will 
never die,” and his books agreed 
that Jesus would come in 1914. 
When 1914 brought not the re- 
turn of the Saviour but the First 
World War, Pastor Russell said 
Jesus came invisibly. The Russel- 
lites, later called Rutherfordites, 
now called Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
still teach this heresy. But they 
still die! 

Since speculation as to the date 
of the return of Christ has proved 
so foolish in the past and always 
is connected with heresy, it seems 
that Bible-believing Christians 
would take seriously the word of 
Jesus, “It is not for you to know 


the times or the seasons, which 
the Father hath put in his own 
power” (Acts 1:7). 

Such speculations are carnal, 
not spiritual, arid grow out of hu- 
man pride and from misinterpre- 
tation of the Bible. No one knows 
even approximately when Jesus 
will return. No one knows the 
day, the year, the generation when 
Jesus will return. He may come 
today. Praise His name, I would 
be glad to see Him; but there is 
no way for any honest Bible stu- 
dent to foretell whether Jesus will 
come soon or after hundreds of 
years. 

(Part of chapter III in Editor 
John R. Rice’s new book, We Can 
Have Revival Now, given last 
February 1950 in annual lectures 
on revival at Bob Jones: Universi- 
ty. This big book, 201 pages, ten 
remarkable epoch-making chap- 
ters, $2.00. Rest of the chapter 
will run, God willing, next week.) 
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The United Nations has failed 
to adopt a motion which would 
set up a commission to study 
means of providing international 
control over the so called “Holy 
Places” of Jerusalem. 

* * * 


The Midcentury White House 
Conference approved a resolution 
opposing religious instruction in 
public schools. 

* * * 


Roman Catholics reported 2,700,- 
000 pilgrims received by Pope Pius 
XII during the first 10 months of 
“Holy Year.” 


* * * 


The Minister of Education of 
the Israeli government has said 
that Christian missionary schools 
will have the right to full and 
free operation. 

* * * 


Roman Catholic parochial 
schools in the north have been 
asked to release 200 nuns to work 
in schools in the South. The north- 
ern schools will be asked to con- 
tinue to take care of their ex- 
penses. 


* * * 


Methodists report a gain of 253,- 
144 in Sunday school to reach an 
enrollment of 5,366,848. 


* * * 


Methodists have also appropri- 
ated $14,134,566 for mission work. 
Of the total $5,964,910 will go for 
overseas work in 40 countries; 
$2, 429,449 will go for Home Mis- 
sions; and $5,740,207 for the Wo- 
men’s Division of Christian Serv- 
ice in the U.S. and overseas. The 
money is for 1951-52. 
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Introducing Dr. Guedj 

In this issue are the first two 
articles of a debate between Dr. 
Gabriel R. Guedj, and Editor John 
R. Rice, on whether God requires 
tithes to be brought to the local 
church treasury, or not. We hope 
that readers will find the debate 
of real interest and help, 

It is an honor to have Dr. Guedj 
writing for THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD, and an honor to discuss with 
him this scriptural question. We 
want readers of THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp to know this scholarly and 
devoted Christian leader. He was 
born in Alger, Algeria, in 1902, 
converted in Framingham, Mass- 
achusetts, in 1920. He is a gradu- 
ate of Colby College with A.B. 
degree and Bachelor of Divinity 
degree from Newton Theological 
Institution; did graduate study in 
Harvard University, and in 1948 
received the honorary Doctor of 
Divinity degree from Northwest- 
ern Theological Seminary. 


Dr. Guedj has had a far-reach-| ' 


ing ministry as a pastor. He was 
pastor in the strong Baptist Tem- 
ple of Fall River, Massachusetts, 
1932-45. He was pastor of the 
famous Baptist Temple of Brook- 
lyn, New York, 1945-48, and is 
now pastor of the Memorial Bap- 
tist Church of Fresno, California. 

Our brother is a widely-known 
and trusted denominational leader. 
He was a member of the board of 
the Conservative Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society, 1944-49. He was 
president of the Conservative Bap- 
tist Association of America 1947- 
48. He is now a member of the 
board of this association, he is on 
the board of Mount Herman Bap- 
tist Bible Encampment in Cali- 
fornia and on the board of the 
Conservative Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Denver, Colorado. 

From the above it will be clear 
that Dr. Guedj has a scholarly 
background, has a rich pastoral 
experience, and is a trusted de- 
nominational leader standing for 
the funamentals of the faith. We 
are glad to introduce this dis- 
tinguished Christian gentleman, 
this minister of the gospel, to 
readers of THE SwoRD OF THE LORD 
and we are sure that readers will 
earnestly consider what he has to 
say. 
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the very 
next day! 


ness that caused 
it! So, when (2% ‘ 
Mother told ss bi 
me—that made up my mind. Nex 
morning, I had my hearing ana- 
lyzed a new electronic way, and 
before the day was over, I could 
hear that precious voice as well as 
anybody. I learned about this new 
electronic way to hear in a booklet 
called, ‘‘New Discoveries to Help the 
Deaf Hear.” It’s yours FREE, so 
why not send for it today?—Just 
mail the coupon below. 
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Storehouse Tithing: A Debate! 


Dr. Gabriel R. Guedj 


Question: ‘‘Resolved That Storehouse Tith- 
ing is the Proper Scriptural Doctrine of Fi- 
nancial Stewardship.” Dr. Gabriel R. Guedj 
affirms, Editor John R. Rice denies. 

Does God require all tithes of Christians 
to be given through the local church treasury? 
Dr. Guedj says, Yes; Dr. Rice says, No. 

At present it is planned to run three articles 
by Dr. Guedj and three by Editor Rice. It is 
agreed that the Bible is the final authority 
for a Christian and that as brethren with 
mutual respect and confidence, we discuss 
this question upon which devout Christians 


._ may differ, to find and teach the will of God|i™ 
; as taught in the Bible. 


Here are the first two 


articles of the debate. Other articles will fol- 


_ ne later, in two or more issues of THE 


SWORD OF THE LORD, God willing. 


THE LOCAL CHURCH IS GOD’S APPOINTED 
STOREHOUSE | 


. By Rev. Gabriel R. Guedj, D.D. Pastor 
Memorial Baptist Church, Fresno, California 


By way of definition, tithing is 
the giving to God of one-tenth of 
one’s income, and the storehouse 
in all Old Testament passages is 
the house of the Lord. Jewish law 
demanded that the tithe be 
brought to the Temple storehouse. 
This practice even in the days of 
Jesus is noted in St. Mark 12:41, 
“And Jesus sat over against the 
treasury, and beheld how the peo- 
ple cast money into the | treas- 
ury. 3 = 

Now it is a fact that the prac- 
tice of tithing as such antedates 
the Temple itself, as we note in 
Leviticus 27:30-34 where Moses 
reaffirms the tithe during the exo- 
dus just as Abraham before him 
recognizes the obligation of the 
tithe in Genesis 14:20 when he 
pays Melchizedek ‘the tithes of 
all.” Let us note that “tithes” is 
not singular but plural. Dr. R. V. 
Clearwaters of Minneapolis men- 
tions the “regular” tithe and in 
addition, the Bible notes periodic 
“additional tenths” to be brought 
in at the feasts of Trumpets and 
Harvest every seven months (Lev. 
23:34-38) and for the poor every 
three years (Deut. 14:28, 29). Be- 
sides, God’s directive is that there 
be “offerings” as well as tithes. 
We will pass over the objection to 
so much “giving’’ until we estab- 
lish the Scripturalness of both 
tithes and offerings and of the 
Lord’s house being the appointed 
receiving instrument. 

In the eighteenth chapter of 
Numbers are named “heave offer- 
ing, wave offering, sin offering, 
trespass offering, first-fruit  of- 
ferings, vow offering,” etc. The 
points of disagreement among be- 
lievers, as I observe them, are not 
relative to the historicity of the 
tithe. Everybody who knows any- 
thing of the word readily admits 
the “historicity”: —the present day 
application is another thing! 

If it is admitted that when God 
says in Malachi, “Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse that 
there may be meat in mine 
house...” that the storehouse in 
the Old Testament is The Lord’s 
house, let us then consider these 
principles in making New Testa- 
ment application and the binding 
force of that teaching upon the 
believers today. 


The Old Testament points to 
God’s house as the “storehouse.” 

Tithing is not repealed in the 
New Testament, 

Storehouse tithing is not repeal- 
ed in the New Testament. 

The psalmist is doubtless a peer- 
less authority on worship prac- 


Under the general theme, “Resolved That Storehouse 
Tithing is the Proper Scriptural Doctrine of Financial Stew- 
ardship,” I address myself to the topic: “THE LOCAL 
CHURCH IS GOD’S APPOINTED STOREHOUSE.” 


_ The only kind of tithing the Bible mentions, teaches, 
and enjoins is storehouse tithing. 


tices in ancient Israel. He says in 
116:14, 17-19: 

“I will pay my vows unto the 
Lord now in the presence of all 
his people”... “I will.offer to thee 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and 
will call upon the name of the 
Lord. I will pay my vows unto the 
Lord now in the presence of all 
his people. In the courts of the 
Lord’s house, in the midst of thee, 
O Jerusalem. Praise ye the Lord.” 

The above points to vow-paying 
as based upon vow-making, The 
responsibility of the child of God 
is related to both, and the “pay- 
ing” is “in the presence of all his 
people,” which is God’s house. The 
Jewish practice involved this asa 
matter of course, “Bring an offer- 
ing and come into his courts” 
(Psa. 96:8). . 

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ nowhere repeals tithiny. 
He commends it, assumes it, ac- 
cepts it, and does not brand it as 
“law vs. grace,” anymore than to 
love one’s father and mother or 
one’s neighbor is repealed by the 
law of grace. Jesus in St. Luke 
11:42 and in Matthew 23:23 says of 
the tithes, “. . . these ought ye 
to have done...” The word ought 
on the lips of the source of all 
grace is a weighty point with those 
who profess to love Him. But lest 
there be those who would argue 
that Christ had not digd when 
He said the above and therefore 
the quotation is irrelevant, may I 
say that such an attitude and ap- 
proach is what gives modernists 
their ground for claiming that all 
Scripture is not equally trustwor- 
thy, that not all of Christ’s claims 
are valid. Indeed we are on dan- 
gerous ground. It is only right to 
assume that Joseph, the foster- 
father of our Lord, according to 
Luke 2.22-24 and verse 39, set the 
example for his charge.in respect 
to this matter and later on when 
the matter of the “tax” (Temple 
tax—Plummer, Robertson, Milli- 
gan and Moulton) to be paid, Je- 
sus instructed Peter to make the 
payment “for you and me” (Luke 
17:27). It is to be presumed that 
this was, like His baptism, ‘“‘to ful- 
fil all righteousness.” 

Storehouse tithing is not only 
not repealed in the New Testa- 
ment but its practice is definitely 
assumed and continued. The 
“when” and “where” of tithing 
are as inseparably intertwined in 
the New Testament as in Malachi 
and in the Psalms. God says 
through St. Paul, “Upon the first 
day of the week, let every one of 

(Continued on page 10) 


No 


Evangelist John R. Rice 


“THE BIBLE DOES NOT TEACH THAT ALL TITHES 
SHOULD BE GIVEN THROUGH A LOCAL 
CHURCH TREASURY” 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D. 


For clearness, let us analyze what Dr. Guedj affirms and 
what I deny, in this first session of the debate on so-called 
“storehouse tithing.” Dr. Guedj says that “the local church is 
God’s appointed storehouse.” By which he means, I under 
stand, that God requires Christians to give their gifts, especi- 
ally their tithes, through the local church treasury. 


It is wrong, Dr. Guedj says, for a Christian to send part 
of his tithe money to a foreign mission board, if it is not sent 


through the church treasury. 


It is wrong, Dr. Guedj says, for 
a Christian to send part of his 
tithe to a Bible institute, if it is 
not sent through a church trea- 
sury. 

It is wrong, Dr. Guedj says, for 
a Ohristian to give part of his 
tithe to support a revival cam- 
paign, if it is not given through 
the church treasury. 

It is wrong, Dr. Guedj says, for 
a Christian to give part of his 
tithe to a Christian radio program 
if it is not sent through the local 
church treasury. 

It is wrong, Dr. Guedj says, for 
a Christian to give part of his 
tithe to help the poor, if it is not 
sent through the church treasury. 
- It is wrong, Dr. Guedj says, for 
a Christian to send part of his 
tithe to an orphan’s home, if it 
is not sent through the local 
church treasury. 

Note Dr, Guedj says “the local 
church is God’s appointed store- 
house.’ He does not say that the 
church is a good way for a Chris- 
tian to give his money. He says it 
is the only. way for a Christian 
to give his money. The local 
church is not one of God’s ap- 
pointed places for giving, but the 
only appointed storehouse, accord- 
ing to a statement of Dr. Guedj’s 
article 

Dr. Guedj says bringing tithes 
to the local church treasury is the 
only kind of tithing mentioned in 
the Bible, taught in the Bible, en- 
joined in the Bible. 


The question is not whether it 
is often wise or usually wise for 
a Christian to give his money 
through the local church, Every- 
body agrees that a Christian ought 
to support his church, ought to 
help take care of the pastor’s 
salary, the local expense. - The 
question is not whether a Chris- 
tian should tithe. Of course a 
Christian should give as liberally 
as a Jew. 


Note, too, that the term “the 
local church” means every local 
church, any local church, It does 
not mean just a few special local 
churches, but the local church as 
an institution, all local churches. 
If tithes given through some local 
church are not used to the best 
advantage, the Christian still is 
bound Scripturally, it is said, to 
give through the local church 
treasury and there alone. To give 
anywhere else is not to use God’s 
storehouse, the local church, so the 
doctrine runs. 


I do not find any such doctrine 


in the Bible. Many good men be- 
lieve that the Bible teaches that 
all tithes must be given through 
the local church treasury to be 
pleasing to God. But I do not be- 
lieve the Bible teaches anything 
of the kind and I think I can 
prove it does not. 


Malachi 3:10 Says Ceremonial Sac- 
rifices of Jews Must Be Brought 
to the Temple at Jerusalem. 


This question is to be settled by 
the Scriptures. Whether it is wise 
to bring the tithes to the local 
church or not, we are not dis- 
cussing. Whether it is right for a 
Christian to tithe, we are not dis- 
cussing. Certainly a New Testa- . 
ment Christian ought to love God 
as much and give as liberally as an 
Old Testament Jew. But that is 
not the question, The question is 
not whether a Ohristian should 
support his local church. All of us 
agree that he should. We agree to 
that. But the question is where 
in the Bible does the Scripture 
command Christians to bring all 
tithes to the local church. 

The only Scripture that men- 
tions bringing tithes to any store- 
house is Malachi 3:10. It says, 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it.” 

Does this Scripture teach that 
every Christian in New Testament 
times must bring his tithes to the 
local church? It certainly does 
not! It does not even mention | 
New Testament Christians. It does 
not even mention local churches. 
Here is a\ message to the Jews, 
under ceremonial law, about their 
ceremonial sacrifices, in the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem. That Scripture 
mentions a house but it is not a 
churchhouse where preachers 
preach the gospel. It is a place of 
sacrifice where animal sacrifices 
under the ceremonial law, are kil- 
led, picturing the coming Saviour. 
The people who are commanded to 
bring their tithes here are Jews, 
saved or lost, wicked or devout. 
They do not bring money for for- 
eign missions. They do not bring 
money to send to orphans homes. 
They do not bring money for 
Christian education. They do not 
bring money for home missians. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Page Ten 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, January 5, 1951 


Storehouse Tithing: YES 


(Continued from page 9° 
you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him” (I Cor. 16:2), 
the phrase “as God hath prospered 
him’ has been seized by some to 
abrogate tithing. What reasoning 
is this? The very nature of the 
tithe is that it is proportionate 
—one-tenth. It is eminently clear 
from the opening verses of this 
chapter(I Cor. 16) that the offer- 
ings, the tithes, etc., were a part 
of the public worship and insep- 
arable from it, and that, therefore, 
the proper place for them was and 
is the church, the local church and 
not some man’s office or mail box 
or even the bank credit or account 
of either a preacher or missionary. 

Furthermore, the blessings asso- 
ciated with tithing as promised jn 
Scripture are all related to store- 
house tithing, In fine, it may be 
said that because the church is the 
Lord’s house, the local church is 
designated as the center of disci- 
pleship activity, gospel proclama- 
tion, organized missionary support, 
etc. Now, at once comes the ques- 
tion: “Is the church, the local or- 
ganized church, the only body do- 
ing God’s work?” My answer is an 
emphatic “NO!” Then, “What a- 
bout the support of those?” We 
will deal with that in our third 
article. 

A question which we can face 
in this article is the timely one: 
“What if the church I belong to 
is modemistic, or supports an 
inclusive program of fundamental- 
ism and modernism? I want to 
divide my tithe with sound organi- 
zations.” If one cannot conscien- 
tiously give his or her whole tithe 
to the church, “these same indivi- 
duals,” as one has said, “by the 
same token, should at once remove 
their membership because they 
cannot conscientiously belong to a 


church that denies God’s Word.” 
Split tithes, divided tithes, or scat- 
tered tithes for “conscientious rea- 
sons” are, to say the least, not 
consistent with II John verses 10, 
11, “If there come any unto you 
and bring not this doctrine [of 
Christ] receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed; 
For he that biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil deed.” 
Moreover, assuming that the place- 
ment of the tithe as noted above 
is the prerogative of God and not 
of the steward, split tithes, divided 
or scattered tithes, indicate a diso- 
bedience — willful or unconscious 
— which always brings upon the 
believer a lessened portion of God’s 
blessing. 


Lastly, when the claim is made 
that the tithe “belongs to God 
and not to the church” this la- 
titude of interpretation opens the 
door for grievous practices. Here 
is a brother who is a student for 
the ministry or even a preacher. 
He says, “I am putting my tithe 
into my education for full-time 
service. I am buying books to help 
me become a good minister of 
Jesus Christ.” (this is not a theo- 
retical case!) A father paying for 
his son’s education looking for- 
ward to the ministry or missionary 
service will say, “I will charge 
that to my tithe account.” This 
is absolutely wrong if we only 
read Nehemiah 10:38 ‘“. . ~ when 
the Levites take tithes: and the 
Levites shall bring up the TITHE 
OF THE TITHES unto the house 
of our God.” It is evident here 
in the Word that God foresaw the 
possibility of casuistry even among 
his servants or prospective ones, 
rationalizing the tithe from GOD’S 
HOUSE on the pretext of their 


Storehouse Tithing: NO. 


(Continued from page 9) 
They do not bring money to pay 
for preaching the gospel anywhere. 
They bring one-tenth of their 
crops and one-tenth of their lambs 
and one-tenth of their bullocks 
here for the sacrifices. And what 
is left of the sacrifices goes to the 
priests and Levites, who offer 
them, and who carry on the cere- 
monial worship. 


People did not go to the tem- 
ple and sit down in pews and hear 
a sermon. There were no sermons, 
there were no pews. No ushers 
passed collection plates. There 
were no offering envelopes. There 
was nothing like a church service. 
There was nothing like what we 
call public worship. There was no 
preaching. The ceremonial sacri- 
fices went on day after day. The 
shewbread was brought into the 
holy place every Sabbath. The 
blood of a lamb was sprinkled on 
the mercy seat on the day of a- 
tonement every year. But day af- 
ter day at the big brazen altar, 
bullocks, red heifers, lambs and 
rams and he-goats were offered in 
sacrifice, picturing the coming 
Messiah. And the priests them- 
selves were types of Christ. Those 
who brought the sacrifices were 
circumcised Jews. Some had put 
their trust in the coming Saviour 
and some had not. This was not 
a depot from which the gospel was 
to be sent out through all the 
world, It was a place where the 
ceremonial worship was carried 
on and so the ceremonial sacri- 
fices must be brought here to be 
killed. And the priests and Le- 
vites who carried on the ceremon- 
ial worship were to live from these 
sacrifices. When God spoke of 
“mine house” in Malachi 3:10 He 
meant the temple at Jerusalem 
where ceremonial sacrifices were 
offered daily. He did not mean a 
church treasury. 

It is easy to see that the temple 
worship itself was ceremonial law. 
The order that sacrifices must be 
at the one appointed place was 
clearly given in Leviticus 17:1-9. 
There Jews were warned that any 
man who offered sacrifices at any 
other place would be cut off from 
Israel. Malachi 3:10 simply re- 
peats this command of the Leviti- 
cal ceremonial law. 

Thus we clearly see that the 
temple, like the tabernacle before 


it, was simply an instrument of the 
ceremonial law. It was part of the 
Levitical law, that every Jew must 
bring his sacrifices to the one 
temple. Remember that sometimes 
there were offerings of flour, 
grain, cakes and sometimes there 
were offerings of lambs and bul- 
locks and goats, turtle doves and 
pigeons, But all of them pictured 
the coming Saviour. All of them 
were part of the ceremonial law. 
All of them were to be brought 
to the temple at Jerusalem. That 
temple was not a church. It was 
not the home of a congregation 
of Christians. It was not a place 
for preaching the gospel. It was 
not a center from which people 
sent out missionaries. 

So Malachi does not teach that 
Christians are to bring all tithes 
to the local church. I do not know 
a single reputable commentary 
that so explains it or a renowned 
theologian that teaches it so. 


Tithes and Offerings Before Mt. 
Sinai Were Not Brought to a 
Central Storehouse 


It is noteworthy that before the 
ceremonial law was established at 
Mount Sinai, people gave tithes. 
But they did not bring these tithes 
to the one central tabernacle or 
temple. They had no storehouse! 
So tithing does not necessarily 
have to be through a _ central 
treasury. Tithing does not. neces- 
sarily need to be through any store- 
house at all. The storehouse was 
part of ceremonial law. 

Abel brought of the firstlings of 
his flock for a sacrifice to God 
(Gen. 4:4). Noah offered sacri- 
fices, Abraham offered sacrifices. 
Job offered sacrifices. And none 
of these brought their sacrifices 
to any storehouse. Yet their gifts 
were acceptable to God, So even 
in Old Testament times no store- 
house was used for tithes except 
— the time of the ceremonial] 
aw. 

In the next article. I plan to 
show that even in the Old Testa- 
ment support of God’s preachers 
and prophets was never through 
the temple offerings, and usually 
relief of the poor was not through 
the storehouse. Then I will show 
that the New Testament does not 
teach so-called “storehouse tith- 
ing” but another principle of giv- 


life being in God’s Service! (See 
also Hebrews 7:9). 

In closing I wish to solicit the 
patience of those who may have 
read the above conditioned by a 
concern or worry for those many 
causes which God is using which 
are outside the church, God’s des- 
ignated storehouse, lest they 
should have not enough. Christian 
reader, I believe that raiding upon 
the principle of storehouse tithing 
is based on needless fears which 
may cause many of God’s people to 
be tempted to “steady the ark” of 
God — to their own peril (II Sam. 
6:6,7). It is indeed undeniable 
that the only tithing the Old Tes- 
tament teaches, the New Testa- 
ment assumes, teaches and enjoins 
is storehouse tithing and the local 
church is the storehouse, if there 
is to be order and not anarchy, 
and if there is to be “meat in 
mine house” saith the Lord. 


¥ * * 


Our next consideration will be 
“Storehouse Tithing is the Scrip- 
tural Stewardship Method Enjoin- 
ed Upon Believing Church Mem- 


Notes 


R. Rice 


THE 


EDITOR’S 


by John 


Sun: tee TR ¢ 


IT IS DECEMBER 21 in Whea- 
tom when I write these words. We 
have put up the Christmas tree in 
the living room and already some 
packages are piled under it. Today 
my daughter and her husband, Mr. 
and Mrs. Allan MacMullen, ar- 
rived from Bob Jones University 
and they will be with us two 
weeks, God willing. Christmas Day 
we expect another daughter and 
son-in-law, with children, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Himes of Treece, 
Kansas. Thank God for the happy 
fellowship of the Christmas time. 
And already Christmas greetings 
have come from many states and 
how glad they make the heart! 
I hope that readers of THE SworpD 
OF THE LorD will have had as 
blessed a Christmas as I expect to 
have had, by the time you read 
this. 


* * * 


December 25-29 I WILL be 
speaking daily with the Christian 
Businessmen’s Committee at the 
Christian Servicemen’s Center in 
Chicago, and the messages will be 
broadcast over radio WMBI to 
multiplied thousands. I trust that 
many readers of THE SWorD oF 
THE LoRD will have heard me. 


% * ¥ 


DECEMBER 31 TO JANUARY 


5 I will be speaking daily in a | Re 


Sword Conference on Revival and 
Soul Winning at the Berean Gos- 


pel Temple, 13th and Carrolton in rites 


Indianapolis, Indiana. With me on 
the program will be Dr. Lee Ro- 
berson of Chattanooga, Rev. Wil- 
liam Dowell of Springfield, Mis- 
souri, Evangelist Carlyle Scott of 
Crawfordsville, Indiana and my 
brother, Evangelist Bill Rice will 
be other speakers on the program. 
Fine music in charge of my good 
partner and helper, Rev. Warren 


Steward. Managing Editor Charles 


Lampman will speak also and so 


|will Rev. Ford Porter tract man 


extraordinary. 


* * * 


THEN BACK TO REVIVAL 
campaigns. Beginning Sunday Jan- 
uary 7 in the First Federated 
Church of Des Moines, Iowa, my 
revival party will be in a blessed 
revival campaign. The First Fed- 
erated Church, Rev. Al Brown pas- 
tor, has an auditorium seating 
about 1,050. Tremendous efforts 
are being made ahead of time with 


hundreds of visits, many prayer- 


ing entirely than through a store- 
house. Later we will show how 
the demand for a storehouse is a 


Catholic idea and will quote great |: 


Christian leaders of the past to 
show the danger and folly of tak- 


ing the liberty of conscience away Bs 


from Christians and the direct 


approach to God which the Bible | ‘si: 


teaches. 


* & « 


Send us your letters, comments, | 305 
and suggestions, and watch for}: 


Dr. Guedj’s next article and mine 
which will be printed together. 


EVANGELIST JAMES A. THRELFALL JOINS SWORD 
STAFF OF EVANGELISTS 


By the Editor 


We are glad to welcome Evan- 
gelist James A. Threlfall, 182 
Luther Street, Pontiac, Michigan 
as an evangelist on the Sword 


~“ REX oo 


es Wh 
eee 


Evangelist Threlfall 


| 


Staff. In the last year or two we 
have been specially pleased at the 
reports of blessed revivals, led by 
Evangelist Threlfall, which have 
been sent to us by pastors. God 
has helped him to win hundreds 
of souls and now we are glad to 
announce that he is officially con- 
nected with THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD, an evangelist on our staff. 


Brother Threlfall is a graduate 
of Bob Jones University. He ‘has 
a fine personality, is a fervent, 
Spirit-filled preacher. He is sound 
in the faith, taking the same doc- 
trinal stand as THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp takes. The anointing of God 
is on this brother and he is in big 
demand as an evangelist. He has 
been used of God in a number of 
large union revival campaigns, as 
well as in one-church campaigns. 

Those interested in having 
evangelistic services led by Evan- 
gelist James A. Threlfall, write to 
Mr. Ralph E. Mucher, Field Sec- 
retary, Sword of the Lord Staff 
of Evangelists, 214 W. Wesley, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


meetings, elaborate organization. 
I trust that the dear Lord will 
give a gracious pouring out of 
revival power and that hundreds 
will be saved. Will you please pray 
for this poor editor, as I preach 
in that campaign? There will be 
daily radio services, Youth for 
Christ will cooperate, as we co- 
operate with them, of course. 
Much advertising is being done. 
But God only can give the power 
and the blessing. Please pray! 
* * * 


REV. JOHN LINTON OF 
Wheaton, Illinois, the inimitable 
Scotch preacher has written a 
book of nine sermons published by 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, and 
we are sure you will want these 
blessed messages. It is called 
Household Salvation after the first 
sermon and we pray it will be 
tremendously used of God. Price 
$2.00. 
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CHRISTIANS SHOULD PRAY 
FOR the federal government. Ex- 
President Hoover’s address on 
December 20 was a masterpiece 
by an experienced statesman, an 
earnest Christian man. It is a time 
for prayer, but not for despair. 
God has not forsaken us. Let’s 
make sure that we do not forsake 
God. I think Christians should 
pray for those in authority, obey 
the laws, make good citizens, 
come to the defense of their coun- 
try as necessary. Christianity and 


patriotism do not conflict. The 
best Christians are good patriots. 
The best patriots are good Chris- 
tians. Meantime we should earnest- 
ly try to avoid Socialism in gov- 
ernment, set out to use our influ- 
ence to get New Dealers and Fair 
Dealers out of office, put respon- 
sible men in who will see that 
America pays her debts and keeps 
out of the red while we arm for 


defence. 
+ = oF 


THE PRESENT BIG SUBSCRIPTION 
campaign closes February 1. I 
have a deep burden on my heart 
about the matter. Will you help? 
For. the first one-year subscrip- 
tion send $2.00, then $1.00 per 
year for each additional subscrip- 
tion sent at the same time. This 
is a most remarkable offer. Re- 
new your own subscription, send 
subscriptions for as many others 
as possible, to The Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, 214 W. Wesley, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 
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heaton’s campus buzzes with activity 

these days as sixteen hundred choice 
young people from 45 states and 26 foreign 
countries have come to us for thoroughly 
Christian training. To them, school days are 
“tool days’ —a period of acquiring and de- 
veloping methods and skills to serve as tools 
for Christian life and leadership. 


Of course, you believe in Christian educa- 
tion — and in what Wheaton does for students! 
But, is your interest in Christian youth and 
their preparation for His service strong enough 
to cause you to do something about it? 


Wheaton College invites you to share as 
partners in this essential educational ministry 
“For Christ and His Kingdom.” Your gift to 
current operating needs, whether large or 
small, is urgently needed and always 
appreciated. An investment in Christian schools 
is an investment in Christian tools. | 

toate today as to how you may share fi- 
nancially in the Wheaton program ,through an- 
nuities, bequests, wills, or scholarships. Please 
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Friday, January 5, 1951 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD Page Eleven 


What Is Your Life? 


(Continued from page 1) 
train coming into collision with an- 
other, a sinking boat on the river 
or in mid-ocean, a runaway horse, 
an accidental discharge from a 
gun—how many the ways to hurry 
us away from earth into eternity! 
Is there a more appropriate theme 
for us, aS we start upon another 
year, than the theme, Life so soon 
is spent? Let us lay that great 
fact as we ought to our heart. 

Now, James seeks here to im- 
press practical men of old, and 
practical men of the present time 
as well, with the brevity of life. 
He exhorts them to be wise with 
reference to the supreme _ thing, 
and he asks his question, and 
answers it: “What is your life? It 
is even a vapor, that appeareth 
for a little time and then vanish- 
eth away.” Many definitions have 
been given by men through the 
centuries concerning life. The 
moralist has tried his hand at 
answering the question, “What is 
your life?” And the scientist has 
tried his hand, and the prophet of 
God has tried his hand, and the 
poet has tried his hand, and’ all 
classes of men have tried their 
hands at answering the question, 
“What is your life?” Shakespeare 
called it a drama. Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh called it a journey. Another 
great writer called human life a 
storm at sea in which the vessel 
sinks. Burke, that mighty orator, 
said: “What shadows we are, and 
what shadows we pursue!” These 
moralists and prophets and scien- 
tists and literary men and women 
through the centuries have been 
giving us their definitions of hu- 
man life. Now, when we turn to the 
Bible, we find many definitions of 
human life. Here is one stated for 
us in our text by James: “What 
is your life? It is even a vapor, 
that appeareth for a little time 
and then vanisheth away.” , 

Haven’t you fixed your eyes on 
the cloud in the early morning, and 
dwelt upon it, and beheld its 
changes, and even as you looked 
the cloud was dissolved and you 
saw the cloud no more at all? 
James is saying that human life is 
like that. Many are the illustra- 
tions and figures employed in Holy 
Scripture to set forth the brevity 
of human life. You will have an 
interesting study if you will take 
your pencil and, from first to last 
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Your Sunday School can 
grow with this popular and 
inexpensive plan. Begin 
with “Our Aim 100%” 
button; each quarter all with 
poriee record get new and 

igher button. Quarterly 
pins $2.00 a 100. Yearly 


in the Bible, mark the statements 
therein that set forth the brevity 
of human life. In one place it is 
compared to foam on the water. 
How expressive! In another place 
it is compared to the grass grow- 
ing up in the morning and flourish- 
ing, but cut down in the evening 
and withered when the nightfall 
comes. In one place it is compared 
to an eagle in the swiftness of his 
flight as he hasteth to his prey. 
In one place in the Bible human 
life is compared to a swift ship at 
sea. Yonder it is, in sight. It is 
passing, fast passing, faster, faster 
—a tiny speck—it ‘cannot be seen 
now. That is human life. These 
are all Bible figures. Your days, 
says the Bible, are but as a hand- 
breadth. They are gone in a mo- 
ment. They are swifter than a 
post, the man in the olden time 
who carried the message from 
king or other important dignitary, 
carried it fast from this post to 
that one. Swifter than the post is 
human life. You hear the clatter 
of the horse’s hoofs, as down the 
road he comes, bearing the mes- 
sage from one king to another. He 
passes before you, you see him for 
a moment, and then he is lost, and 
the echo itself is lost. He is hur- 
rying to his destination. That is 
human idife. Oh, the brevity of hu- 
man life! Where will this audience 
be fifty years from now? By the 
well-known laws of mortality not a 
dozen of you will be here, nor a 
half.dozen. Where will this audi- 
ence be ten years from now? By 
the well-known laws of mortality 
a large percentage of you will be in 
eternity. Oh, if you and I could 
only realize the uncertainty of life! 
God, help us, that we may be wise 
men! 


In another place you hear God | 


Himself, turning preacher and ex- 
horting humanity with all the 
pathos of a prophet, as He Says: 
“Oh, that men and women would 
consider their latter end, that they 
might be wise!” 

Now, these figures, these mighty 
arguments, these passing illustra- 
tions, these great statements in 
the Bible concerning human life 
are therein revealed that you and 
I may lay to heart as we ought 
the lessons touching human life 
and its brevity. What effect ought 
this teaching of the Bible con- 
cerning the brevity of human life 
to have upon us all? A gloomy 
effect? Not at all, not at all. It is 
not meant for it to have that ef- 
fect. In the Bible God utterly for- 
bids any such attitude toward life. 


What effect should the knowledge 
of the brevity of life, the uncer- 
‘tainty of life, the ease with which 
life’s little, invisible thread is 
snapped in sunder—what effect 
should that deetrine have on you 
and me and on our fellows around 
us? Not a gloomy effect, not a de- 
pressing effect, not a pessimistic 
effect, not a morose effect, at all; 
but there should be wrought with- 
in us the most cheerful acqui- 
-escence to it all. And, now, why? 

First of all, because this earth- 
ly scene is not intended as the im- 
mortal abode of men and women. 
When God brought you and me 
into being, and gave us bodies 


(Continued on page 12) 


These Leaders will recommend 
good reading for YOU 


Book Club Judges 


Dr. V. Ra Edman, 
President, Wheaton, Whea- 
ton, IT. 


Dr. Henry Hepburn, Inter- 
im Pastor, First Presbyter- 
ian Church, Aurora, Il. 

Dr. John L. Hill, Former 
Book Editor for .Southern 
Baptists, now Promotion Di- 
rector for Ridegcrest and 
Glorietta Summer Assemb- 
lies, Nashville, Tenn. 

Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., Presi- 
dent, Bob Jones University, 
Greenville, S. C. 

Dr. Robert G. Lee, Presi- 
dent, Southern Baptist Con- 
vention and Pastor, Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Memphis, 
Tenn. é 

Dr. T. Roland Philips, Pas- wi 
tor, Arlington Presbyterian | 
Church, Baltimore, Md. 

Dr. John R. Rice, evangelist, 
author, editor The Sword of 
the Lord, Wheaton, Il. 
William H. Rice, widely- 
used evangelist, Wheaton, II]. 


Dr. Edman 


ORI SARE DP 


PT, 


7 ae 


Dr. Lee Dr. Philips Dr. J. Ri Evg. B. Rice 

Eight of America’s great Christian leaders work together to make The Sword 
Book Club the most unique book club in the world. No other club is so bold in its 
conception, so confident in its selections, so helpful in its service. Books recom- 
mended by Sword judges are worthy of a place in any Christian library. Members 
never have to be ashamed of owning them. Club members spend their book money 
wisely when they follow their suggestions. The Sword Book Club is not a clever 
book merchandising scheme, but a Spirit-led ministry to God’s people. Hundreds are 
enjoying the very best in Christian literature without the necessity of weeding out 
the mediocre. Every Sword Book Club recommendation is a good Bible-centered, 
Christ-honoring book. Members may purchase them with utmost confidence and as- 
surance. You, too, should be a member of this fast-growing club. 


This Book FREE to New Members 


‘ 
4 
4 
4 
We Can Have Revival Now is Dr. Rice’s latest book. It is an epoch-making | 
book. In burning words he exposes the defeatism, the worldliness,. the , 
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evangelism or despaired of revival. He rallies Christians to believe the 
Bible, to carry out the Great Commission, to be filled with the Spirit of 
God, to preach God’s message with Holy boldness and tender compassion. 
With a triumphant note the author proves conclusively that even now 
there is a great upsurge of revival and results and more evangelists, more 
revival campaigns, and greater number of conversions than for a quar- 
ter of a century. This book is getting enthusiastic reviews and seems head- 
ed for the bestseller list. Dr. Edman of Wheaton College says of it: 
“A trumpet blast of encouragement and challenge! The hour of revival in 
America has struck, and this is the revival book of the hour.” You get 


this amazing book FREE when you join the Sword Book Club. Use handy 
} coupon below. 
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YOUR OWN Selection 
From This List 


SAM JONES, AN AMBASSADOR OF THE 
ALMIGHTY, by Walt Holcomb, records ac- 
tual events in detail surrounding many 
sensationally successfuly revival campaigns 
in America. 192 pages. $2.00. 


A MAN CAN KNOW GOD, by J. H. Strong, 
is helpful for new converts, and for others 
who have become faint at heart. Warm 
and personal approach adds to the charm of 
this volume. ‘'_ 169 pages. $2.00. 


ORDAINED OF THE LORD, H. A. Ironside, 
by E. Schuyler English, gives the life story 
of a great minister of this day who has won 


It’s Easy to be a Member 


There is nothing hard about joining the Sword Book Club. 

You join the Book Club by signing the coupon below and 
purchasing only one book from the list at the left. 

You get a free book immediately. In addition you will 
receive an additional free book after every four Book Club 
selections (or alternates) you purchase. The only require- 
ment is that you accept at least four Book Club selections 
(or alternates) in the next twelve months. In the Sword 
Book Club it is your privilege to buy only the books you 
choose to have. 

To help you make your choice you will receive, absolutely 
free each month, the Sword Book Club News. This publication 
contains reviews, comments and evaluations by the gifted 
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a hundred. 


Reinforced 
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Hymns of the Christian Life 


A large dynamic hymnal. Emphasizes evangelism, 
missions and the deeper life. 


* 504 songs 
® Responsive readings 


$1.25 each postpaid 


SONG BOOKS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS 


Specially prepared for Bible Conferences, Mis- 
Conventions, 
Youth for Christ Rallies. 


Palms of Victory - 


Inspiring hymns, new as well as old. 138 songs. 
Two color cover. Reinforced manila binding. $22.50 


Che New Crusade Songs 


Over: 100,000 copies sold. 107 favorite numbers. 


18th EDITION! 


© Complete indexes 
® Round notes 
cloth edition only 


$ 110.00 a 100, carriage &xtra. 


Evangelistic Campaigns, 


Single copy 25c. 


manila binding. $17.50 per hundred. 


CATTVONS - UNG 


HARRISBURG 


thousands. To read his biography will inspire 
others to achieve. ....-_.. 264 pages. $2.50. 


ROBERT G. LEE, A CHOSEN VESSEL, by 
E. Schuyler English, is the illustrated biogra- 
phy of a farm lad who rose to heights of 
marvelous service in this land, and whose 
church has a perennial revival spirit. This 
pastor has won thousands through his own 
ministry of house-to-house visiting In Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. He is one of the few men 
who ever were elected to a third term as 
president of the Southern Baptists. 

477 pages. $3.50. 


HIGLEY’S 1951 SUNDAY SCHOOL LES- 
SON COMMENTARY (International Uniform 
Lessons) was prepared by a group of emi- 
nent scholars. The evangelistic note is 
prominent in lesson suggestions ad outlines, 
making this a valuable book for Sunday 
schools where soul winning is valued. 

320 pages. $1.75. 


WILLARD CROSBY, AIRMAN, by Z. Bird, 
is the story of American boys in the armed 
services, and suggests by example those 
things which uplift the soldier boys spirit- 
ually, around the encampments. A wonder- 
ful gift for the boy away from home, or the 
folks with loved ones in the service now. 
Plan of Salvation made plain. 

160 pages. $1.50. 


THE SOUL WINNER’S FIRE, by John R. 
Rice, is a book of sermons that will stir 
leaders and show that God still blesses His 
preached Word. 114 pages. $1.25. 


THE POWER OF PENTECOST, by John R. 


panel of eminent judges who select the books recommended 
by the Sword Book Club. 

Any month you want the judges’ main selection you 
do nothing and the book comes automatically. If, however, 
you prefer an alternate—or no book at all—just indicate 
your desire on the Subscription-Rejection Blank which al- 
ways arrives in sufficient time. You never have to buy a 
book you do not want. 

Membership in the Sword Book Club will save you money. 
But, best of all, it will assure you of getting only the best 
books, pre-selected by a panel of great Christian leaders. 
Club membership also keeps you informed concerning the 
publication of the latest in Christ-honoring literature. Mail 
the handy coupon below Topay. Join the hundreds of satisfied 
Christians who enjoy Sword Book Club membership. 

214 West Wesley Street, 


RUSH COUPON NOW: 
Wheaton, Illinois | 


Please enroll me as a member of the Sword Book Club, and send 
for my first selection, 


SWORD BOOK CLUB 


me 


for which I enclose $ 


I understand that I will get a free copy of We Can Have Revival | 
Now! by John R. Rice for joining the Sword Book Club. 


I further understand that I am to receive another free book with 
each four Club selections I buy, that I am not obligated to take a book 
every month, and that I may cancel my membership any time after buy- 
ing four Club selections (or alternates). That I may maintain Club 
standing by taking as few as four selections during each year my 
membership. That I will receive advance description of al} forthcoming 


Spiritual food for old and cheer 


PA. 


Ri analyzes the reason for powerlessness 
in any of God’s people who should be 
achieving mightily for the Lord. The way 
to renewed power in the pulpit and in per- 
sonal witnessing is shown clearly. This book 
is like nothing else for those who desire the 
Spirit’s power. ‘431 pages. $3.00. 


THE TRIAL AND DEATH OF JESUS 
CHRIST, by James Stalker,. is a devotional 
study of our Lord’s suffering that cannot 
fail to intensify the loyalty of all who par- 
take of the great salvation He purchased. 


5 pages. $2.00. 


selections, and may repect in advance any volume 


I do not wish to own. 


And that for each volume I do allow to come, I will sedd payment 
within seven days after I receive it. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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What Is Your Life? 


(Continued from page 11) 


and minds and souls, He never in- 
tended that this earth should be 
our dwelling place perpetually. Not 
at all. That is not the great, divine 
intention in our creation. The 
earthly scene does not provide an 
adequate range for the spirit of 
man. Earth is entirely too little 
for any human being that God has 
ever made to stay here forever. 
Oh, no! God never intended that 
this world and human life in it 
should be ali there is for us. He 
meant something far larger and 
grander than that. If you and I are 
to live and to suffer and to bleed 
and to dream and to hope and to 
aspire, and then to die and fill 
six feet of earth there in the grave 
and that be all, O Life, thou dost 
mock us and the game is not 
worth the candle! There is too 
much of suffering and of sorrow 
and of heartbreak in human life. 
If these years, forty or sixty or 
seventy or thirty or twenty, are 
to be lived by us, and then we are 
to have but six feet in the earth 
and no more, the game is not 
worth the candle. God never in- 
tended that this life should be all. 

The brevity of life should not 
at all depress us because we should 
lay to heart the fact that life's 
machinery is constantly wearing 
out. There are men before me who 
were strong when I first knew 
them, nearly a score of years ago. 
They are tottering now. I looked 
at them this morning, and had a 
clutch at my heart as I beheld 
them—and women, too. They were 
in tife’s prime when first I began 
to preach in this city. Strong they 
were, like strong men to run a 
race, and there was about their 
step an elasticity and a strength 
that made you think of the giant, 
and ithere was about their eye the 
eagle flash, the lightning impres- 
sion, that made your soul quiver 
when the eye loeked into your eye. 
It is not so now. Age is telling, 
with all its wearing power, on 
these men and women. Life’s ma- 
chinery wears out. It is true with 
every part of our machinery. This 
body of ours is destined to decay, 
and even mow, as I remarked a mo- 
ment ago, decay and change are 
doing their work in each of our 
bodies. Somewhere in every body 
the work of death even now has its 
plowers out, turning its furrows 
and marking its desolation. The 
body wears out. Read the twelfth 
chapter of Ecclesiastes and see 
how God’s Book pictures the hu- 
man body as it wears out. See the 
picture there of the old man, with 
his teeth gone and his vision bad, 
and his shoulders stooped, and his 
heart timid, afraid of everything 
that is high, afraid of the grass- 
hopper 


I had an interview of some 
length with one soon to be eighty 
and five years of age—eyesight 
gone, led about by loved ones. In 
the other years his endurance and 
strength were very great. Now 
he is led about by grandchildren 
and great-grandckildren; eyesight 
gone, little children read to him, 
and the people wait on him, as 
thomgh he were some helpless 
babe, as, indeed, he is. That is the 
picture of life for you and me 
whem we are eighty and five, or 
even less. Life’s machinery wears 
out. 

Aad not only that, but the mind, 
thet regal thing that sits on the 


dominion and weakens along with 
the body. It is the rarest thing 
that the man of seventy-five or 
eighty can stand forth alert and 


ty or sixty-five, a giant and a 
leader and commander of his fel- 


the second time is his experience. 
The machinery wears out. 
Amd not only that, but the ha- 


man affections are beaten upon by 


the encroaching waves of Time as 
age advances. Let the man of eigh- 
ty look around for his friends, for 
his intimate friends. Where are 
they? Back yonder, years agone, 
he stood as one of many, like the 
great trees in a thickly-studded 
forest. Then, wherever he turned 
his eyes, there were his friends to 
salute him, and to wave him glad 
words of greeting and friendly 
cheer. Now, at eighty, he looks 
about him. Where are his friends? 
The sightless old man with whom 
I talked said, “Where are my 
friends, those intimates, those as- 
sociates, those who were to meas 
David was to Jonathan, where are 
they?” And then, after a pause, he 
said, ‘“Every intimate friend in all 
the world is gone, and I wait, like 
the old tree, riven by the lightn- 
ing of Time.” The machinery is 
worn out. 

Oh, you and I were not made to 
stay here. That is not God’s de- 
sign for us, and we should accept 
cheerfully His plan about it. Then, 
too, we should accept the fact of 
the brevity of life cheerfully, with- 
out repining because God has pre- 
pared and is preparing for us the 
true home, the real abiding place, 
for all His friends. This life here is 
but a little probationary period. 
God never meant, I repeat, that it 
should be perpetual, that it should 
be final here. A little probationary 
period is allowed us here, but the 
real home, the real dwelling place 
where the conditions are adapted 
and designed for us in all their 
fulness and glory by the Master of 
life Himself, such dwelling place 
is not here at all, but yonder. “I 
go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” Do you ob- 
ject to that? I do not. Oh, thanks 
be unto God, this world is not 
all! Thanks be unto God, a perfect 
land is being prepared by the Mas- 
ter of life for His friends! 

What effect then should all this 
doctrine of the brevity of life have 
on us? Why, we should just meet 
life here like it ought to be met— 
as a great privilege, a great trust, 
a great opportunity. God put us 


SPURGEON ON LOVE 

Speaking of love one day, Mr. 
Spurgeon said: 

“In the French Revolution, a 
young man was condemned to the 
gulllotine, and shut up in one of 
the prisons. He was greatly loved 
by many, but there was one who 
loved him more than all put to- 
gether. How know we this? It was 
his best earthly friend, his own 
father, and the love he bore the 
son was proven in this way: When 
the lists were called, the father, 
whose name was exactly the same 
as the son’s, answered to the 
name, and the father rode in the 
gloomy tumbril out to the place 
of execution, and his head rolled 
beneath the axe instead of his 
son’s, a victim to mighty love. 
See here an image of the love 
of Christ for sinners, ‘Greater love 
hath no man than this; that he 
lay down his life for his friends.’ 
But Jesus died for the ungodly! 
He is the friend of sinners. There 
is no friendship like Christ’s.” 

One day a poor little orphan 
boy in London came up to Mr. 
Spurgeon and said: “Mr. Spur- 
geon, would you allow me to 
speak to you?” 

“Certainly,” he said, “get upon 
my knee.” 


The little fellow got up and.) 


said: “Mr. Spurgeon, supposing 
that your mother was dead, and 
that your father was dead, and 
that you were put into this insti- 


tution, and that there were other | 


little boys that had no father or 
mother, but that they had cousins 
and uncles and aunts, and that 
they brought them fruit and can- 
dy and a lot of things. Don’t you 
think that you would feel bad? 
‘Cause that’s me?” 

The tears came to his eyes and 
he put his arms around him and 


kissed him and gave him a hand- | 


ful of money. The little fellow had 
pleaded his cause well. “When 
men come to God and tell their 
story,” says Mr. Spurgeon, “I 
don’t care how vile you are, I 
don’t care how far down you have 
got, I don’t care how far off you 
have wandered—if you will tell 
it all into His ear, the relief will 
soon come.” 


here, in time and on earth, for a 
few years at the most. He put us 
here for some wise and beneficent 
purpose. Then let us relate our- 
selves to life like we ought. Let us 
do with life what we ought. Let us 
accept this great dower from God, 
this mighty trust from our Maker, 
and use it, not abuse it. That is the 
way for us to look at life. 

If in this life we honestly seek 
to fulfill God’s purposes for us, 
then when the time comes for us 
to embark from time into eternity 
we can serenely put forth for the 
farther shore, which is the Land 
of Light and Life and Love, the 
land where the rainbow never 
fades, where tears never flow, the 
land from which ignorance and 
hate and sin and death are for- 
ever banished. 

God has that country for His 
people, for His friends. I want to 
go there, when He has finished his 
program with me here. But, wait. 
I shall not go there unless I am 
rightly related to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I shall not go to that land 
unless I am rightly related to 
Jesus Christ. Neither will you go 
there unless you are rightly re- 
lated to Jesus, unless you can 
truly say. “The Lord’s will I accept 
as the program for my life.’”’ Who- 
ever humbly and honestly accepts 
the Lord’s will as the program for 
his life shall go there, blessed be 
His name! And when the little 
earthly day is done, beyond the 
sunset and the night, we shall 
live with Him forever. 

Oh, the destiny, the eternal des- 
tiny, that is being determined now 
by you and for you! And you are 
determining it. You are determin- 
ing it. If your heart says, “Lord 
Jesus, Light of the world, Saviour 
of sinners, rightful Master of man- 
kind, the one Mediator between 
God and sinners, Lord Jesus, I 
take Thee to be my Saviour, my 
refuge, my righteousness, my Mas- 
ter, my Redeemer and my Guide,” 
then indeed you will win. You will 
sing the triumph song. You will 
walk the streets of gold. You will 
be crowned with the §fadeless 
crown of life. 

What |then will you do with 
Jesus? Will you choose Him as the 
Lord and Master of your life? On 
this first day, as we start another 


THE WORLD... 


tor. 


dred denominations. 


University offers, 


travel an average of 1,667 
miles to enjoy these opportuni- 
ties. 


music, speech, 


200 TIMES AROUND 


To come to Bob Jones Univer- 
sity, students traveled a total 
of 5,000,000 miles last year. 
This is equivalent to 200 trips 
around the earth at the equa- 


The student body in Bob Jones 
University represents almost 
every state in the union and 
more than twenty-five foreign 
countries and over one hun- 


young people realize the un- 
usual spiritual, cultural, aca- 
demic, and social opportuni- 
ties the World’s Most Unusual 
and they 


year, won’t you do that greatest 
thing possible for a human being— 
say “Yes,” in truth, from your 
deepest heart to the call of Jesus? 
Listen to Him now. “Boast not 
thyself of ‘tomorrow, for thou 
knowest not what a day may bring 
forth.” Listen to Him now. “If ye 
hear his voice, harden not your 
heart.” Listen to Him now. ‘‘Com- 
mit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass.” 

Are you ready and willing to- 
night to make the highest choice 
any human being can make—the 
choice of Jesus to be the Master 
of your life, the forgiving Saviour, 
who will put away your sins and 
make your standing safe and right 
in the sight of God? Will you 
thus decide for Jesus? Won’t you 
thus decide for Jesus? Based on 
the well-known laws of mortality, 
out of the estimate—two thous- 
and people who have passed with- 
in these walls today, sixty-six will 
have died before next New Year’s 
Day. Will you be one of those 
sixty-six? Will you, young man, be 
one of those sixty-six? And, gentle 
girl, to whom life is so fair and 
sweet, will you be, one of those 
sixty-six? And, man with the gray 
about your temples, will you be 
one of the sixty-six? Greetings and 
congratulations, hearty and heaven 
high,. if you, being one of those 
sixty-six are rightly related to 
God; for then you will enter be- 
fore the rest of your comrades in- 
to the land where conditions are 
perfect, and happiness is absolute- 
ly and eternally satisfied. Are you 
ready tonight to say: “I pray the 
prayer of the publican, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner’?” Are 
you ready tonight to say: “I cast 
myself, by a definite and deliberate 


choice, on Jesus, who says, ‘He 


that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out’?” Here is a broth- 
er’s hand to greet you, and a 
brother’s heart to bid you God 
speed if you take that supreme 
step. The angels of God will réjoice. 
The Son of God who died for you 
will be made glad, and you will 
be able to answer back to the au- 
thor of our text and say: “My life 
is no longer a vapor but it is an 
eternal possession which I have 
committed unto Christ who will 
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keep it—and perfect it against 
that Great Day.” 

What, then, will you do with 
your life? The answer is with you. 

(Chapter I from Some Vital 
Questions by George W. Truett, 
copyright 1946, Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, and available 
in book form at-$2.50 per copy.) 


MY DECISION FOR CHRIST 


Now let the editor plead with 
every unsaved reader of Dr. 
Truett’s sermon above to decide 
this moment for Christ and salva- 
tion and Heaven. It is a new year. 
If ever you intend to do right 
about trusting Christ and taking 
Him into your heart as your Savi- 
our, Lord and Master, it should 
be now! I urge you first to decide 
in your heart. Do you today hon- 
estly repent of your sin? Do you 
believe Christ died for sinners, 
that he is willing and able to save 
you? Then will you now, this mo- 
ment, trust Him as your Saviour 
and give Him your heart forever? 
If so, then please sign the state- 
ment below *or copy it in a letter 
and mail it to me today. I will 
send you a letter of counsel and 
encouragement to help you live 
the Christian life. Do it now! 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Tlinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I read Dr. George W. Truett’s 
New Year sermon, “What is Your 
Life?” in THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
I realize that I am a poor wick- 
ed sinner needing salvation. I be- 
lieve Christ died for my sins and 
is willing to save me now. Here 
and now I turn from my sins and 
trust Christ to forgive me and 
save my soul. With all my heart 
I take Him as my own personal 
Saviour and by His grace I will 
live for Him not only in 1951 but 
the rest of my life. By faith I take 
my stand as a child of God, a be- 
liever in Christ. 


SIGNED 
ADDRESS 
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